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PURPOSE

The purpose of these recommendations is to prescribe a model for all energy calculations so
that results from different manufactures will be comparable. The energy costs will form the main
part in a Life Cycle Cost calculation. A software program for these energy calculations is avai-
lable in conjunction with the recommendations. The program can also be used for validation of
similar calculations in other applications e.g. suppliers software programs.

The guides and software provides a tool for providing consistant  interpretations of the calcula-
ted energy costs. As engineering judgment is required for entering data and assumptions are
made in the analysis this software does not provide 100% accuracy. It is important that all input
data and assumptions are detailed when documenting the analysis or presenting the results of
an analysis to a third party. When using the Eurovent software this data is presented along with
the results.

This document (model) is made as complete as possible from an energy point of view for an Air
Handling Unit. The model comprises of; calculations for fans, heating and cooling, energy reco-
very, humidification and dehumidification, power and energy. It does not however cover the
effects due to heat transfer between the ductwork and its surroundings. The calculations have
been modelled on a fictitious generic unit as shown below.

Figure 1 —Air Handling Unit with heat recovery, heating coil and cooling coil

Chapters 1 to 3 handle the fundamental parts like limitations for the document, terms and symbols.

Chapters 4 to 7 deal with the components in an air handling unit e.g. fans. It is written in an edu-
cational form and gives background information on energy prices, on secondary energy the com-
ponents will consume (e.g. pump energy for a heating coil), and under which conditions the
energy for a specific component shall be calculated (e.g. the filter conditions when calculating
the energy consumption for a fan) and how the functions are influenced by the weather condi-
tions (e.g. freezing in a run around coil).

Chapter 8 describes the Eurovent rules; the general guidelines for the calculation of energy
demands in air handling units. Users who only want to know how to calculate may skip the first
7 chapters and go directly to this chapter. Those who are familiar with the subject could also use
Annex A and B for a manual calculation or use the computer calculation program.

eha
(exhaustair) Heating

coil
Cooling

coil

PF PRHE QH QC PF

oa
(outdoor air)

ea
(extract air)

sa
(supply air)
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1 SCOPE

This Eurovent document specifies how to perform calculations of energy demands in air hand-
ling units as a whole. 
It also deals with specific components of air handling units and prescribes what influence a com-
ponent will have on secondary energy consumption.
The chapters explain under what conditions the energy consumptions shall be calculated and
how weather conditions that influence the performance of a certain component are taken into
account

Operation time, operation conditions and variable air volume (VAV) systems will be handled too.
The assessment of prices for thermal heating and cooling energy, based on seasonal efficiency
and type of heat— and cold production has also been considered.

The calculations only handle the energy consumptions in air handling units, not for a building as
a whole (e.g. how unbalanced air flows will influence the building energy consumption is not cal-
culated).

This document is not applicable to the following:

a) air conditioning units serving a limited area in a building, such as fan coil units;
b) units for domestic ventilation systems;
c) mixing sections;
d) units with heat pumps;
e) units equipped with facilities for thermal energy storage.
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2 TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

2.1 GENERAL
Some terms and definitions are taken from the European Standard EN 13053 and EN
12792.

2.1.1
air flow control equipment
device which controls the air flow e.g. frequency inverters, controllable blades, etc.

2.1.2
air handling unit
factory made encased assembly consisting of sections containing a fan or fans and
other necessary equipment to perform one or more of the following functions: circula-
ting, filtration, heating, cooling, heat recovery, humidifying, dehumidifying and mixing of
air

2.1.3
air heating and cooling coils
heat exchangers by means of which heat is transferred from a heat transfer medium to
air (heating coil) or the other way round (cooling coil)

2.1.4
component of air handling unit
smallest discrete functional element of an air-handling unit

2.1.5
external
outside the air handling unit, i.e. in the ductwork upstream and downstream the air
handling unit

2.1.6
fan section
section in which one or more fans are installed for air moving

2.1.7
filter section
section including a filter or filters and associated filter frame

2.1.8
heat exchanger
device to transfer thermal energy from one medium to another

2.1.9
heat recovery section
section in which heat (and possibly also moisture) is transferred from one air stream 
into another, either directly or using an intermediary heat transfer medium
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2.1.10
humidifier section
section in which moisture is added to the air

2.1.11 
internal
within the boundaries of the air handling unit

2.1.12
purging sector
device of a rotary heat exchanger used to substitute extract air by fresh air in a rotor
sector, before it enters the supply air

2.1.13
section of air handling unit
functional element of an air-handling unit, consisting of one or more components in a
single casing

2.1.14
transmission
drive system between fan shaft and motor shaft (e.g. V-belt drives)

2.2 FUNCTIONS

2.2.1
air treatment
process by which the state of the air is modified with respect to one or more of its cha-
racteristics such as temperature, moisture content, dust content, bacterial count, gas
and vapour contents

2.2.2
air type
designation of the air moving through a ventilation, air conditioning or air treatment ins-
tallation as a function of its location relative to the installation, e.g. outdoor air, supply
air, extract air, exhaust air etc.

2.2.3
cooling
removal of latent and/or sensible heat from the air

2.2.4
cooling period
time during the year with demand for additional cooling

2.2.5
dehumidification
reduction of water vapour from the air
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2.2.6
frost protection
device to defrost a heat exchanger or to avoid freeze—up of a component

2.2.7
heating
addition of sensible heat to the air

2.2.8
heating period
time during the year with demand for additional heating

2.2.9
humidification
controlled addition of moisture content to an air stream

2.3 CHARACTERISTICS

2.3.1
air flow
movement of air within set boundaries (such as ducts)

2.3.2
air flow rate
mass or volume flow of air passing a given plane divided by time

2.3.3
annual demand of heating energy
amount of additional heating energy during a year

2.3.4
carry over
unwanted transfer of air from external to supply air by one single component

2.3.5
constant air flow
air handling unit operating with a fixed air flow rate

2.3.6
cooling load
the net amount of power to a space, to be conditioned, due to conduction, solar radia-
tion, appliances, people and pets.

2.3.7
design point
performance of a component at the condition it has been designed for
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2.3.8
design pressure drop, filter
pressure drop of filter to calculate the design working point of a fan

2.3.9
duration of outdoor condition
time during which a certain outdoor condition prevails

2.3.10
external total pressure difference
difference between the total pressure at the outlet of the air handling unit and the total
pressure at the inlet of the unit

2.3.11 
heating load
the net amount of power from a space, to be tempered, to outside the space due to
conduction and infiltration.

2.3.12
humidification efficiency
ratio between the mass of water evaporated by the humidifier and the theoretical mass
needed to achieve saturation at a given temperature

2.3.13
initial pressure drop, filter
pressure drop of filter at the beginning of its life cycle

2.3.14
latent cooling
cooling energy required to reduce the moisture content of the air at fixed temperature

2.3.15
leakage
unwanted air flow

2.3.16
life cycle costs
total costs for the user of an air handling unit from the moment of purchase until the final
disposal

2.3.17
momentarily thermal energy consumption
the thermal energy consumption, when operating the air handling unit under a specific
outdoor air condition, during a defined length of time, normally one hour 

2.3.18
operation conditions
air conditions (air flow rate, pressure, density, temperature and humidity) under which
the air handling unit is running
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2.3.19
operation time
time during which the air handling unit is running

2.3.20
purging air flow
air flow through the purge section of a heat recovery wheel

2.3.21
recommended final pressure drop, filter
advised pressure drop of filter at the end of its life cycle

2.3.22
room moisture gains
increase of moisture content in the extracted air caused by any internal moisture 
production in the room and/or moisture transfer from or to the exterior

2.3.23
sensible cooling
cooling energy required to decrease the temperature of the air at fixed moisture content

2.3.24
specific fan power
absorbed electric power consumption of a fan per unit of transported air volume flow

2.3.25
system effect
performance deficit of a fan, caused by an installation type (enclosure, ductwork) 
deviating from the applied standardised test rig 

2.3.26
temperature efficiency
ratio between temperature rises in one air stream divided by the difference in 
temperature between the inlet temperatures of the two air streams.

2.3.27
variable air flow
air handling unit operating with a controlled variation of the air flow rate
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3 SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Some symbols, units and abbreviations are taken from the European Standard EN 13053.

For the purposes of this document, symbols and units given in EN 12792 and in table 3.1 apply,
together with those defined with the formulae, in text and in the annexes of this document.

Table 3.1 — Symbols, terms, units and subscripts

Symbol Term Unit

α Angle ¡

c1, c2, … Constant values in formulas -

cp Specific heat capacity J x (kg x ¡C)-1

D, d Diameter m

�p Differential pressure Pa,kPa

�x Change in moisture content g x kg-1

E Energy price, energy costs € x (kWh)-1, €

fp Porosity factor of rotary heat exchanger structure -

ϕ Relative humidity %

Hh Higher heating value J x m-3, J x kg-3

h Specific enthalpy J x kg-1

� Efficiency -

�e Overall efficiency -

�t Heat recovery efficiency (temperature ratio) -

�x Moisture recovery efficiency (humidity ratio) -

l Length m

n Rotational speed r x min-1

P Power W

PEL Electric energy loss on primary side %

p Pressure Pa,kPa

pcooling Costs of thermal cooling energy € x (kWh)-1

pheating Costs of thermal heating energy € x (kWh)-1
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Table 3.1 (continued)

Symbol Term Uni

phum Costs of thermal energy for humidification € x (kWh)-1

Q Thermal energy and annual thermal energy consumption kJ and  kWh x a-1

qm Mass flow rate kg x s-1

qv Volume flow rate m3 x s-1

� Density kg x m-3

SFP Specific fan power 10-3 x W x s x m-3

t Temperature ¡C

th Period of time h

top Annual operation time h x a-1

ts Period of time s

vl Vapour load g x h-1

W Annual electric energy consumption kWh x a-1

x Moisture content kg x kg-1

Subscripts

1 Warmer air (1st subscript) — inlet (2nd subscript)

2 Colder air (1st subscript) — outlet (2nd subscript)

11 Warmer air inlet

12 Warmer air outlet

21 Colder air inlet

22 Colder air outlet

aceq Air flow control equipment

ahu Air handling unit

air Air

an Annually

bp By-pass

C, c Cooling
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Table 3.1 (continued)

Subscripts

CAV Constant air flow

circ Circulation

coil Coil

d, day Daytime (from 06:00 to 18:00)

des Design

dis District

distr Distribution

dry Dry

E Eurovent

ea Extract air

eha Exhaust air

el Electric

eq Equivalent

ext External air handling unit

f Fuel

fan Fan

filter Filter

fluid Fluid

H, h Heating

HE Heat exchanger

HRS Heat recovery system

hum Humidification

i, n Count number

im Impact losses (sytem effect generated in a discharge opening of a fan)

in Inlet

ini Initial
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Subscripts

L, lat Latent

leak Leakage

loop Loop system

m Motor

man Manometric head

max Maximum

min Minimum

mom Momentary

n, night Night time (from 18:00 to 06:00)

oa Outdoor air

op Operation

out Outlet

p Pump

REC Recovery

rl Room load

S, sens Sensible

s Seasonal

sa Supply air

sat Saturation

shaft Shaft

t Temperature

throttle Throttle

tot Total

tr Transmission

x Moisture

VAV Variable air volume

Table 3.1 (continued)
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Subscripts

w Water

wet Wet

Abbreviations

AHU Air  handling unit

CAV Constant air volume

HVAC Heating, ventilation and air conditioning

LCC Life cycle costs

SFP Specific fan power

VAV Variable air volume

Table 3.1 (continued)



4 FANS

4.1 GENERAL

Fan energy is a large part of the energy usage of a ventilating system. A number of new terms, like
LCC (Life Cycle Cost) and SFP (Specific Fan Power), have been introduced into the HVAC vocabulary
as the economically and ecologically minded have begun making demands on the efficient use of ener-
gy and power in buildings. 

The fan power is influenced by the overall efficiency of the fan, the resistances in the system and the
air flow velocity through the unit and ductwork. 

As a fan mounted in a casing is affected by the air velocity field, the performance and sound level will
diverge from performance tests obtained from test results of a similar stand-alone fan. As such, the fan
performance must be tested with the fan mounted in a fan section in compliance with EN 13053. This
European Standard specifies requirements and testing for ratings and performance of air handling units
as a whole. 

A fan section can comprise of more than one fan; in this paper a single fan in the section will be
assumed.

In an installation the electrical power to the motor of the fan is affected by the air flow to the power of
around 3 if the fan speed is to be changed proportionally. It is therefore extremely important to  ensure
the accuracy of the stated air flow in a ventilating system. 

Two of the most important parameters for fan control, and hence energy consumption, are the operat-
ing time and the use of VAV (variable air volume) instead of CAV (constant air volume). Correct set-
tings of operating time and a control device, which enables prolongation of the normal occupation time
for extraordinary use, gives energy savings, so does also the use of VAV which means that only the
required air volume is supplied. 

4.2 ELECTRICAL POWER

The absorbed power supplied from the mains to each individual fan can be expressed as follows:

(4.1)
or

(4.2)

where
Pel = The absorbed electrical power supplied from the mains (kW)
qV = Air volume flow through the fan (m3/s)

∆pfan = Total pressure rise from the fan inlet to the outlet (Pa)
Pshaft = Mechanical power supplied to the fan shaft (kW)
ηe = Overall efficiency of the fan and motor system  =  ηshaft x ηtr x ηm x ηaceq

ηshaft = Fan shaft efficiency (includes bearing losses)
ηtr = Efficiency of the mechanical transmission
ηm = Efficiency of the electric motor excluding any control
ηaceq = Efficiency of the control equipment including its effect on motor losses
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All values are applicable to an air density of ρair = 1.2 kg/m3

The fan performance must be tested with the fan mounted in a fan section (factors influenced are;
∆pfan, Pshaft, ηshaft and sound level) because there is a forced air velocity field in a unit which does not
exist when the performance is tested as a stand-alone fan (see figure 4.1).

Figure 4.1 —Air velocity field in a fan section and around a stand-alone fan. 

In a ducted air handling system two pressure drops, internal and external to the AHU, shall be estab-
lished. Pressure rise across the fan ∆pfan must overcome the sum of those pressure drops. See figures
4.2 and 4.3.

Figure 4.2 — Pressure conditions in the ducting system (external pressure drop)

Figure 4.3 — Pressure conditions inside the air handling unit

The consultant or contractor has to determine the external pressure drop of the system and the design-
er of the air handling unit should calculate the internal pressure drop of the unit. Pressure losses should
be assigned to that part of the system where they are actually generated.  Particularly at the bound-
aries of the air handling unit pressure drops arise with indistinct designation. Considering this, the fol-
lowing subdivision in pressure drops can be defined.
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Internal pressure drop:
- Pressure drop in all the functional sections of the air handling unit, including extra losses generated

by the installation sequence of the components in the unit. The filter pressure drop should be calcu-
lated for the average of initial and recommended final pressure drop. The pressure drop across all
components involved (e.g. heat exchangers, cooling coils and humidifiers) shall be calculated as the
mean value dry and wet at design point.

- Pressure drop at the unit inlet caused by inefficient static regain of velocity pressure in intake open-
ing/duct.

- Fan system effect caused by additional aerodynamic losses at fan inlet and discharge opening. The
system effect depends on the fan arrangement in the air handling unit and ductwork connection on
the fan discharge.
The system effect generated in a discharge opening of a fan (∆pim) with downstream components is
comprised in the internal pressure losses. If the fan is located at the end of the unit and the fan out-
let is the unit outlet; possible downstream system effects are not included in the internal pressure
drop.

External pressure drop:
- Pressure drop in any duct system upstream and downstream the AHU including the losses generat-

ed in any integrated appurtenance (balancing dampers, fire dampers, grilles attenuators, etc.).
- Fan discharge system effect, generated by inappropriate ductwork (tees, elbows, or abrupt cross

section changes) in the vicinity of the fan discharge. These external losses can only occur when the
fan outlet is the unit outlet.
Consult AHU-suppliers recommendations for proper ductwork connection.

The consultant or contractor has to supply the designer with the external pressure drop of the system.
Externally generated additional pressure losses at the unit discharge connection are never included in
the design internal pressure drop and are the responsibility of the contractor or consultant.

If the air handling unit includes a rotary heat exchanger, make sure that the leakage and purging air
flows are from the supply air side to the extract air side. The necessary extra throttling (∆pthrottle)
upstream of the rotary heat exchanger to secure the right leakage flow to the extract air side can be
calculated as indicated in 4.2.1, and should be included in ∆pahu.

When calculating the Pel of the extract air fan, the leakage and purging air volume flows should be
included in the air volume flow of the extract fan, qV.

Transmission efficiency, ηtr

The efficiency of the drive system, such as V-belt drives, flat belt drives, reduction gears, hydraulic cou-
plings and eddy current couplings should be determined by applying figures specified by the supplier of
the transmission.

If the fan impeller is directly mounted on the rotating motor shaft, specify ηtr = 1.

Motor efficiency, ηm

The efficiency of motors should be obtained from the motor manufacturers. 

Efficiency of air flow control equipment ηaceq

For systems that permit the incorporation of variable speed devices such as frequency inverters or volt-
age regulators, the performance data of these devices should preferably be obtained from the supplier.
The efficiency should include how the control equipment affects motor losses.

If the fans have controllable blades, pertinent performance data should be obtained from the supplier.

18
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4.2.1 CALCULATION OF EXTRA THROTTLING ON EXTRACT AIR SIDE OF THE ROTARY
HEAT EXCHANGER TO ENSURE THE CORRECT AIR LEAKAGE DIRECTION.

Figure 4.4 —Air handling unit with rotary heat exchanger and extra throttling

To ensure that the leakage across the rotary heat exchanger will be from the supply air to the extract
air, the pressure p3 must be lower than the pressure p2 as illustrated above.

Hence: p3 ≤ p2
p2 = -(∆pext,oa + ∆pahu,sa) (4.3)
p3 = -(∆pext,ea + ∆pthrottle + ∆pfilter) (4.4)
If p2 = p3

then:
∆pthrottle = ∆pext,oa + ∆pahu,sa - ∆pext,ea - ∆pfilter (4.5)

specify ∆pext,oa + ∆pext,sa = ∆pext,oa+sa and ∆pext,ea + ∆pext,eha = ∆pext,ea+eha thus
∆pthottle = ∆pext,oa + ∆pahu,sa - ∆pext,ea+eha + ∆pext,eha - ∆pfilter (4.6)

The supplier of the air handling unit must calculate the ∆pahu and ∆pfilter used in the equations above. 

The external pressure drops of the supply air, ∆pext,oa+sa and the external pressure drop of the extract air,

∆pext,ea+eha are specified in the quotation documents. On the other hand, ∆pext,oa and ∆pext,eha are seldom
specified. In order to carry out a consistent calculation of ∆pthrottle, the following settings can be
assumed:

if ∆pext,oa+sa > 150 Pa set ∆pext,oa = 50 Pa, otherwise set ∆pext,oa = ∆pext,oa+sa / 3 
if ∆pext,ea+eha > 150 Pa set ∆pext,eha = 50 Pa, otherwise set ∆pext,eha = ∆pext,ea+eha / 3

The degree of extra throttling required, ∆pthrottle can then be calculated from the formula above.

The pressure drop, ∆pfiler, refers to a unit with filters at the design pressure drop.

Negative ∆pthrottle means that no extra throttling is necessary.
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4.3 CONSTANT AIR VOLUME (CAV) vs. VARIABLE AIR VOLUME (VAV)
In a CAV system, the calculations related to energy consumption must be based on the nominal (maxi-
mum) air flow and nominal external pressure drop (pressure drop in the ducting).

In a VAV system, the calculations related to energy consumption must be based on an air flow, which is
a mean annual value, the partial air flow, and the related external pressure drop, specified by the cus-
tomer in each air handling unit specification or at another point in the reference documents of the
inquiry.
The air handling unit supplier must therefore specify data at nominal (maximum) flow and nominal
external pressure drop as well as the partial flow and the related external pressure drop.

If customer has not provided data concerning partial air flow and related external pressure drop, the fol-
lowing figures can be used in the energy calculations for VAV systems:

Design air flow: 65% of the nominal air flow
Design total pressure drop: 65% of the nominal total pressure drop.

Comments:
We have selected 65% of the nominal airflow rate, which we consider realistic as a mean annual value for normal comfort ventilation.
We have set the design total pressure drop at 65% of the pressure drop at nominal airflow rate using conventional calculation methods and assuming the following:
— 62% of the total pressure drop consists of the flow-dependent pressure drop
— 38% of the total pressure drop consists of the flow-independent pressure drop, equivalent to constant pressure control.
The reduction factor for variable air volume system; ηVAV, can then be calculated to 0,42.

4.4 ENERGY CALCULATIONS

(4.7)

where
W = Annual energy consumption (kWh/a)
Pel,sa = The absorbed electric power supplied from the mains to the supply air fan (kW)
Pel,ea = The absorbed electric power supplied from the mains to the extract air fan (kW)
top = Annual operation time (h/a)

NOTE: In a CAV system Pel,sa and Pel,ea shall be calculated at nominal flow and nominal external pressure drop. In a VAV system Pel,sa and Pel,ea shall be cal-

culated at 65% of nominal flow and 65% of nominal external pressure drop if nothing else is stated.

Rated values for Pel,sa and Pel,ea shall be specified in AHU manufacturer s specifications!

4.5 SPECIFIC FAN POWER (SFP)
The SFP value is defined as power divided by air flow. It can easily be proven that the value is also
total pressure drop divided by overall efficiency of the fan and motor system and this indicates how to
reduce the value.

(4.8)

where
SFP = The specific fan power of the air handling unit/fan [kW/(m3/s)]
Pel = The absorbed electric power supplied from the mains to the fan in the air handling

unit/fan (kW)
qV = Air flow through the air handling unit/fan (m3/s)
∆pfan = Total pressure rise from the fan inlet to the outlet (Pa)
ηe = Overall efficiency of the fan
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The demanded SFP value is intended for use during the planning stage for determining the absorbed
electric power demand and the energy consumption required for transporting air. By stipulating a SFP
value, the purchaser can quickly determine whether a given air handling unit will meet the overall
demands on power consumption. If the air handling unit consists of only one air stream the demanded
SFP value should be less than half the value of a unit with two air steams and heat recovery. To make
it easier for a supplier to offer air handling units or fans with the desired power efficiency, it is suitable to
specify the highest permissible SFP in connection with other fan performance data in the program
specification for example as SFP ≤ 2.5 kW/(m3/s).

EUROVENT has defined the SFPE (index E for Eurovent), which makes it possible to assess how effi-
ciently individual air handling units utilize electric power.

4.5.1 HEAT RECOVERY AIR HANDLING UNIT WITH SUPPLY AIR AND EXTRACT AIR

The specific fan power, SFPE is the total amount of electric power, in kW, supplied to the fans in the
air handling unit, divided by the largest of supply air or extract air flow rate (note, not the outdoor air nor
the exhaust air flow rates) expressed in m3/s.

(4.9)

where
SFPE = Specific fan power of a heat recovery air handling unit [kW/(m3/s)]
Pel,sa = The absorbed electric power supplied from the mains to the supply air fan (kW)
Pel,ea = The absorbed electric power supplied from the mains to the extract air fan (kW)
qV max = Largest of supply air or extract air flow through the air handling unit (m3/s)

Note that air handling units with liquid-coupled coil heat exchangers and separate supply air and extract
air sections also belong to the category of air handling units described in 4.5.1.

P el,sa and Pel,ea can be calculated as shown in Section 4.2.

4.5.2 SEPARATE SUPPLY AIR OR EXTRACT AIR HANDLING UNITS AND 
INDIVIDUAL FANS

The specific fan power, SFPE is the electric power, in kW, supplied to a fan divided by the air flow
expressed in m3/s.

(4.10)

where
SFPE =  The specific fan power of the air handling unit/fan [kW/(m3/s)]
Pel = The absorbed electric power supplied from the mains to the fan in the air 

handling unit/fan (kW)
qV = Air flow through the air handling unit/fan (m3/s)

Pel can be calculated as specified in Section 4.2.
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5 HEATING AND COOLING

5.1 GENERAL
The function of a heat exchanger in an air handling unit is to transfer thermal energy from one medium
to another. The energy costs for any form of heat transfer depends on many installation and building
parameters. Examination and calculation of all these variables for each individual installation would
take a lot of time and in some cases would even be impossible.
In these Recommendations realistic values have been established for the most common heating, venti-
lating and air-conditioning systems in Europe. The data specified in this chapter, shall only be applied if
the actual installation is in compliance with the assumed stipulations.

5.2 COSTS OF THERMAL HEATING ENERGY
This chapter should be used as a guidance to calculate the costs of thermal heating energy if no actual
prices in  / kWh are available!
The price of thermal heating energy shall be established at the location of the consumer (heat exchang-
er) and depends on:
• Fuel price 
• Overall efficiency of the boiler (heat output measured in water or steam leaving the boiler, divided by

input)
The table below lists overall efficiencies for various kinds of heat generation.

1) Efficiency based on gross calorific value (higher heating value) of boiler fuel

2) Boiler with combustion air fan

3) At 80 …C mean water temperature

• Seasonal efficiency of thermal heat production
The seasonal efficiency is the actual operating efficiency that will be achieved during the heating sea-
son at various loadings.
Apart from the overall efficiency of the energy source, the seasonal efficiency also depends on:
- Type of boiler control (on-off, high-low-off, modulating, boiler sequence control).
- Water temperature control strategy (constantly high water temperature during heating season,

weather anticipating water temperature control system).
- Extensiveness of heating distribution pipe network (design and type of heating system).
Where no actual data for seasonal efficiency is available, table 5.2 recommends values for various
types of installation.

22

Table 5.1     Overall boiler efficiency at rated performance1)

TYPE OF ENERGY SOURCE ATMOSPHERIC BURNERS POWER BURNERS2)

Non condensing water boilers 81% 3) 83% 3)

Condensing water boilers 86% 3) 87% 3)

Steam boilers 80% 82%

Electric boilers (water & steam) 95%

District heating 100%
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1) Efficiency based on gross calorific value (higher heating value) of boiler fuel
2) Distribution network indoor or outdoor installed

With the seasonal efficiency and the fuel price or price for electricity the costs of thermal heating energy
can be calculated with the following equations:

➤ Fuel fired boilers: (5.1)

➤ Electric boilers: (5.2)

➤ District heating: (5.3)

where
pheating=  costs of thermal heating energy in €/kWh
Ef =  fuel price per unit in €/m3 or €/kg or €/l
Hh =  higher heating value of boiler fuel in kJ/m3 or kJ/kg or kJ/l
ηsh =  seasonal efficiency of thermal heat production in %/100
Eel =  price for electricity in €/kWh
Edis =  price for metered district heating in €/kWh
3600 =  conversion factor in kJ/kWh
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Table 5.2 Seasonal efficiency of thermal heat production 1)

BURNER TYPE
INSTALLATION TYPE Atmospheric

burners
Power burners Others

Mean water temperature 80°C 45°C ~ 80°C 45°C ~ 80°C 45°C

Non condensing water boiler(s) 77% 80% — 81% 84% — — —

Condensing water boiler(s) 83% 89% — 85% 90% — — —

Steam boiler(s) — — 76% — — 80% — —

Electric boiler(s) — — — — — — 93% 96%In
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District heating — — — — — — 98% 99%

Atmospheric

burners
Power burners Others

Mean water temperature 80°C 45°C ~ 80°C 45°C ~ 80°C 45°C

Non condensing water boiler(s) 74% 78% — 78% 82% — — —

Condensing water boiler(s) 81% 87% — 82% 88% — — —

Steam boiler(s) — — 74% — — 77% — —

Electric boiler(s) — — — — — — 90% 94%
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District heating — — — — — — 95% 97%

Atmospheric

burners
Power burners Others

Mean water temperature 80°C 45°C ~ 80°C 45°C ~ 80°C 45°C

Non condensing water boiler(s) 72% 77% — 76% 80% — — —

Condensing water boiler(s) 78% 85% — 79% 86% — — —

Steam boiler(s) — — 71% — — 75% — —

Electric boiler(s) — — — — — — 87% 92%
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District heating — — — — — — 92% 95%

( ) ( )shhfheating H3600Ep η= ⋅⋅

( )shelheating Ep η=

( )shdisheating Ep η=
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Table 5.3       Overall refrigeration plant efficiency in % at rated performance

EVAPORATION
CONDITIONS

CONDENSER CONDITIONS

Air temperature 1)

°C
Water

temperatures
°C

TYPE
OF

REFRIGERATION
PLANT

Evaporation
temperature

°C

Chilled water
temperatures

°C
25 30 35 40 30/35 35/40 40/45

Air-cooled
compressor-
condensing unit for
direct-expansion
coils

4°
8°
12°

-
-
-

340
360
380

300
320
340

270
285
305

240
260
285

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Water chillers with
air-cooled
condensers

-
-
-

5° / 10°
7° / 12°
10° / 15°

310
320
335

280
290
300

250
260
270

225
235
240

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Water chillers with
(waste) water-
cooled
condensers 2)

-
-
-

5° / 10°
7° / 12°
10° / 15°

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

365
385
410

320
340
360

280
295
315

Water chillers with
water-cooled
(circulation)
condensers 3)

-
-
-

5° / 10°
7°/ 12°
10° / 15°

-
-
-

-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

305
315
330

270
285
295

240
250
265

Hot water
absorption
refrigerating
machine 4) 5)

-
-
-

5° / 10°
7° / 12°
10° / 15°

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
75
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Direct fired
absorption
refrigerating
machine 5) 6)

-
-
-

5° / 10°
7° / 12°
10° / 15°

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-

Data to be
specified by

manufacturer or
supplier

1) Ambient air temperature at condenser inlet.

2) Cooling from natural source water or utility water. Water consumption not included in efficiency!
3) Water cooled condensers of  water chillers consume additional energy if the cooling water is coming from an air  cooled liquid cooler or cooling tower. The

listed efficiencies include the energy consumption of a liquid cooler and  circulating pump between condenser and liquid cooler! Assumed ambient air tempera-

tures 10 K below water outler temper ature of liquid cooler.
4) Efficiency of thermal heat production not included in refrigeration efficiency (see chapter 7.1.1)
5) Absorbed electric power 0,5% of rated cooling performance
6) Efficiency based on higher heating value of fuel

5.3 COSTS OF THERMAL COOLING ENERGY
This chapter should only be used as a guidance to assess the costs of thermal cooling energy if no actu-
al prices in € / kWh are available!
The price of thermal cooling energy shall also be established at the location of the consumer (cooling
exchanger) and depends on:
• Price of primary energy (electricity, fuel or other energy source)
• Overall efficiency (C.O.P.-value) of refrigeration plant (cooling capacity measured in water or refriger-

ant leaving the refrigerating machine, divided by total primary input)
A complete refrigeration plant usually consists of several components. Since each component may be com-
bined with various kinds of equipment, a great variety of refrigeration plants is applied in the HVAC-industry.
Apart from the composition of the cold production, the performance with matching efficiency also
depends on refrigerant type, chilled water or refrigerant temperatures, condenser water  temperatures
or outdoor temperature.
The great number of options makes it impossible to provide efficiency figures for all circumstances.
Table 5.3 shows total efficiencies of most commonly used refrigeration plants at rated standard per-
formance conditions.



¥Seasonal efficiency of cold production
The seasonal efficiency can be defined as the actual operating efficiency that can be achieved 
during the cooling season at various loadings and matching outdoor conditions.

Although this figure is mainly dominated by the overall refrigeration plant efficiency, the seasonal 
efficiency is also affected by:
- Type of controls on cooling equipment (on-off, high-low-off, modulating, chiller sequence 

control)
- Relative location of cooling components, with respect to connecting pipe network.
- Extensiveness of chilled water or refrigerant distribution pipe system.
Where no actual data for seasonal efficiency is available, table 5.4 illustrates recommended 
values for various types of refrigeration plants at several mean operational conditions.

With the seasonal efficiency of table 5.4 and the price for electricity, price for thermal heating energy 
( ⁄ 5.1) or fuel price; the costs of thermal cooling energy can be calculated with the following equations:

➤ Compression type refrigerating machine: (5.4)

➤ Hot water absorption refrigerating machine: (5.5)

➤ Direct fired absorption refrigerating machine: (5.6)

➤ District cooling: (5.7)

where
pcooling =  costs of thermal cooling energy in €/kWh
Eel =  price for electricity in €/kWh
ηsc =  seasonal efficiency of thermal cold production in %/100
pheating =  costs of thermal heating energy in €/kWh
Ef =  fuel price per unit in €/m3 or €/kg or €/l
Hh =  higher heating value of used fuel in kJ/m3 or kJ/kg or kJ/l
Edis =  price for metered district cooling in €/kWh
3600 =  conversion factor in kJ/kWh

5.4 HEATING COILS

Air-heating coils are used to heat the air under forced convection. Related to the applied heating medi-
um the coils can be categorised into the following types:
- water coils
- steam coils
- electric heating coils
Energy can be consumed on the primary side and/or air side of the coil. In all cases, however, thermal
heating energy is consumed.
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Table 5.4   Seasonal efficiency of cold production

Integrated part load values for different types of cold production in development
Relevant data will be established by European working group
For the time being figures from table 5.3 should be applied

( )scelcooling Ep η=

( )scheatingcooling pp η=

( ) ( )schfcooling H3600Ep η⋅⋅=

( )scdiscooling Ep η=



5.4.1 ENERGY CONSUMPTION FOR THE PRIMARY SIDE

The energy consumption for the primary (water-, steam,- electric-) side is considered to be the required
energy to convey thermal heating energy from the source to the consumer. The primary energy con-
sumption to be taken into account basically depends on the type of heating coil.

¥Water coils
The water flow through the coil is maintained by one or more circulating pumps. The hydraulic design
of the heating distribution pipe network and the water-side pressure drop across the coil determines
the energy consumption of the circulating pump(s).

The energy consumption of the pumps is also affected by:
- efficiency of the pump unit (size related)
- type of coil-control (variable water flow, variable water temperature)
- speed control on circulating pump(s)
Due to the number of parameters involved a simplification is made by assuming that the energy con-
sumption is proportional to the coil- and pump flow rate.
The basic equation to determine the annually consumed electric energy is given below:

➤ Consumed annual electric energy for circulation: (5.8)

where
Wcirc =  consumed annual electric energy for circulation in kWh/a
Pcirc =  absorbed electric power of heating coil related pump(s) in W 
teq,op =  equivalent running time of pump(s) at full load in h/a

The absorbed electric power Pcirc shall be determined as described below; unless specified data is
available.
Where real data is unknown, the equivalent running time teq,op of circulating pump(s) is assumed to be
equal to the operating time of the air handling unit.
For pumps with speed control or in case of optimised heating plants a 50% reduction in running time
shall be allowed for.

➤ Hence: (5.9)
where

Wcirc =  consumed annual electric energy for circulation in kWh/a
Pcirc =  absorbed electric power of heating coil related pump(s) in W 
top =  operating time of the air handling unit in h/a

An assessment of the absorbed electric power of pump(s) for water circulation through the coil can be
established with the equation below.

➤ Absorbed power for water circulation: (5.10)
where

Pcirc =  absorbed electric power of heating coil related pump(s) in W
qv coil =  water flow through the coil in l/s
∆pcoil =  water side pressure drop across the coil in kPa
∆pdistr =  coil related pressure drop in heating system in kPa
ηp =  total efficiency of pump(s) and electric motor(s) in %/100

The water flow rate through the coil (qv coil) and water side pressure drop (∆pcoil) shall be taken from the
air handling unit specification.Guidelines for the pressure drop in the pipe section to the coil and the pump
efficiency are shown in table 5.5.
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¥Electric heating coils
Primary side energy losses for electric heating coils are caused by heat generation in the power sup-
ply cables. The current to the heating element and the electric resistance of the cables determines the
loss. For safety reasons, the voltage drop with subsequent heat production in the electric cables is
limited by National and International Standards and Regulations.
Table 5.6 gives appropriate values to assess the energy consumption on the primary side of electric
heating coils; based on moderate cable diameters and voltage drops.
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Table 5.6   Primary energy losses in power supply cables to electric heaters in % of
heater capacity

HEATER
CAPACITY

DISTANCE BETWEEN POWER PANEL AND ELECTRIC
HEATER

kW 10m 16m 25m 40m 63m 100m 160m 250m 400m
10 0,7 1,2 1,8 2,9 4,6 5,0 5,0 5,0 5,0

12,5 0,7 1,2 1,8 2,8 4,4 5,0 5,0 5,0 5,0
16 0,7 1,1 1,8 2,8 4,4 5,0 5,0 5,0 5,0
20 0,6 0,9 1,4 2,2 3,5 5,0 5,0 5,0 5,0
25 0,5 0,7 1,1 1,8 2,9 4,6 5,0 5,0 5,0

31,5 0,4 0,6 0,9 1,4 2,2 3,5 5,0 5,0 5,0
40 0,3 0,5 0,7 1,1 1,7 2,7 4,4 5,0 5,0
50 0,3 0,4 0,7 1,1 1,7 2,7 4,4 5,0 5,0
63 0,3 0,4 0,7 1,1 1,7 2,7 4,4 5,0 5,0
80 0,2 0,3 0,4 0,7 1,1 1,8 2,8 4,4 5,0
100 0,2 0,3 0,4 0,6 1,0 1,6 2,5 3,9 5,0
125 0,2 0,2 0,4 0,6 0,9 1,5 2,3 3,6 5,0
160 0,2 0,2 0,4 0,6 0,9 1,5 2,3 3,6 5,0
200 0,1 0,2 0,3 0,5 0,7 1,2 1,9 3,0 4,7
250 0,1 0,2 0,2 0,4 0,6 0,9 1,5 2,3 3,7
315 0,1 0,1 0,2 0,4 0,5 0,9 1,4 2,2 3,5
400 0,1 0,1 0,2 0,4 0,5 0,9 1,4 2,2 3,5



The consumed additional electric energy on the primary side of an electric heating coil is calculated
with the equation:

(5.11)
where

Wel =  annual electric energy consumption on the primary side of an electric heating
coil (energy losses in power supply cables) in kWh/a

PEL =  primary energy loss according to table 5.6 in %
QH,an =  annual thermal energy consumption of the electric heating coil in kWh/a 

(see ⁄ 5.4.3)

• Steam coils
Primary energy consumption for steam coils is considered to be included in the costs of thermal 
heating energy. The steam pressure in the boiler will maintain the steam- and condensate flow.

5.4.2 ENERGY CONSUMPTION FOR THE AIR SIDE

To create the required air flow over a coil a certain differential pressure across the coil shall be main-
tained by the fan in the air handling unit. The energy consumption involved is included in the calculated
consumption of electric energy of the fan.

5.4.3 CONSUMPTION OF THERMAL HEATING ENERGY

To establish the thermal energy consumption 3 basic extract and supply air temperature scenarios are
presented for 3 different types of installation. The indicated supply temperatures could serve as typical
values for the particular installation type but are not mandatory. Extract air temperatures however are
supposed to be in accordance with the indicated values!

• Installation type I
- Central ventilation system
- Additional local heating and/or cooling in case of heating and/or cooling load

The function of the air handling unit(s)
in this installation type is merely to
supply the quantity of fresh air into
the building at the desired supply
temperature. Air handling units for this
installation type are not usually
equipped with a cooling coil. Heating
and/or cooling loads are not covered
by the air handling unit.
If the unit is equipped with a cooling
coil; some cooling capacity is
obtained from a differential tempera-
ture between room and supply air.
Typical values for temperatures of
supply and extract air are often in
compliance with the graph on the left.

Figure 5.1 —Temperature scenario, type I
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• Installation type II
- Central ventilation and cooling system
- Additional local heating in case of heating load
- Additional local cooling in case of high cooling load

In this type of installation the air handling
unit supplies the air in such a condition that
moderate cooling loads are compensated
for by the temperature difference between
room and supply air. Heat losses are not
covered by the air handling unit.
The adjacent graph illustrates a typical rela-
tionship between outdoor temperature and
supply- and extract air temperature. Supply
temperatures may be changed, if 
appropriate.
The indicated extract temperatures on the
other hand are supposed to be fixed 
values.

Figure 5.2 —Temperature scenario, type II

• Installation type III
- Central air conditioning system for ventilation, heating and cooling 
- Additional local heating in case of high heating load
- Additional local cooling in case of high cooling load

The air handling unit in this type of installa-
tion ventilates and conditions the building
completely. The air is supplied in such a
condition that moderate heating and cooling
loads are covered  by the temperature dif-
ference between room and supply air. For
extreme loads additional local heating or
cooling may be applied.
A typical temperature scenario for this
installation type is shown in the graph on
the left. The indicated extract temperatures
are fixed. The supply temperature scenario
however may be adapted by altering the
supply temperatures at —10¡C, +20¡C and
the maximum outdoor temperature.

Figure 5.3 —Temperature scenario, type III

The momentary thermal energy consumption of a heating coil is calculated with the equation:

(5.12)
where

Qmom = energy consumption for a time period ts in kJ
qv = air flow rate over the coil in m3/s
ρ = density of the considered air flow rate in kg/m3

hout = enthalpy of the air at the outlet of the coil in kJ/kg
hin = enthalpy of the air at the inlet of the coil in kJ/kg
ts = period of time with steady in- and outlet conditions in s
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Since the moisture content of the air does not change, (hout — hin) may be substituted

by cp x (tout — tin):

(5.13)

where
Qmom =  energy consumption for a time period ts in kJ

qv =  air flow rate over the coil in m3/s

ρ =  density of the considered air flow rate in kg/m3

cp =  specific heat of the air in kJ/kg.¡C

tout =  temperature of the air leaving the coil in oC

tin =  temperature of the air entering the coil in oC

ts =  period of time with steady in- and outlet conditions in s

Strictly considered the sensible heat increase of the water vapour is disregarded in the last formula.
This is an acceptable assumption for normal applications in comfort installations where the moisture
content of the air is relatively small. 
The annual thermal energy consumption of a heating coil shall be established taking into account the
following factors:
- geographic location of the air handling unit with matching outdoor conditions
- the effectiveness of any heat recovering device characterised by its dry temperature efficiency
- the selected appropriate temperature scenario
- the operating time of the unit
A correct valuation of the aforementioned factors enables an accurate calculation of the momentarily ther-
mal energy consumption for the duration of any outdoor condition during the operating time of the unit.
The annual energy consumption of the heating coil then is the sum of the momentary energy consump-
tions according to:

(5.14)

where
QH,an =  annual thermal energy consumption of the heating coil in kWh/a
Qmom, i =  energy consumption during time ts i in kJ/a

ts, i = period of time with fixed in- and outlet conditions during annual operation 

time of unit in s
3600 =  conversion factor in kJ/kWh

For further information on this topic see also chapter 8.

5.5 COOLING COILS
Cooling coils are used for air cooling under forced convection, with or without accompanying dehumidi-
fication. The dehumidification rate depends on the coil construction, the dew point of the entering air,
the water flow and the water temperatures. The sensible heat ratio of the coil, defined as the ratio of
sensible heat to total heat removal, can be used to evaluate the dehumidification rate. Based on the
applied cooling fluid the coils can be divided into the following types:
- water coils
- direct expansion coils
To avoid freezing in cold climates during winter time, a coolant based on a mixture of water and
antifreeze, may be applied in water coils.
Similar to heating coils, energy may be consumed on the primary side and/or air side of the coil. In all
cases however thermal cooling energy is consumed.
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5.5.1 ENERGY CONSUMPTION ON PRIMARY SIDE
The energy consumption on the primary (water-, refrigerant-) side is considered to be the required
energy to convey thermal cooling energy from the source to the consumer. The primary energy con-
sumption to be taken into account, principally depends on the type of coil.

• Water (coolant) coils
The water circulation through the coil is achieved by one or more circulating pumps. The hydraulic
design of the chilled water distribution system and the water-side pressure drop across the coil (and
refrigerating machine) determine the energy consumption of the circulating pump(s).
The energy consumption of the pumps is also affected by:
- efficiency of the pump unit (size related)
- type of coil-control (variable water flow, variable water temperature)
- speed control on circulating pump(s)
Due to the number of parameters involved a simplification is made by assuming that the energy con-
sumption is proportional to the coil- and pump flow rate.
The basic equation to determine the annually consumed electric energy is given below:

➤ Consumed annual electric energy for circulation: (5.15)
where

Wcirc =  consumed annual electric energy for circulation in kWh/a
Pcirc =  absorbed electric power of cooling coil related pump(s) in W 
teq,op =  equivalent running time of pump(s) at full load in h/a

The absorbed electric power Pcirc shall be determined as described below; unless specified data is
available.
Where real data is unknown, the equivalent running time teq,op of circulating pump(s) is assumed to
be equal to the operating time of the air handling unit.
For pumps with speed control or in case of optimised cooling plants a 50% reduction on running time
shall be allowed for.
➤ Hence: (5.16)
where

Wcirc =  consumed annual electric energy for circulation in kWh/a
Pcirc =  absorbed electric power of cooling coil related pump(s) in W 

top =  operating time of the air handling unit in h/a

An assessment of the absorbed electric power of pump(s) for water circulation through the coil can be
established with the equation below.

➤ Absorbed power for water circulation: (5.17)
where

Pcirc =  absorbed electric power of cooling coil related pump(s) in W
qv coil =  water flow through the coil in l/s
∆pcoil =  water side pressure drop across the coil in kPa
∆pdistr =  coil related pressure drop in chilled water system in kPa
ηp =  total efficiency of pump(s) and electric motor(s) in %/100

The water flow through the coil (qv coil) and water side pressure drop (∆pcoil) shall be taken from the air
handling unit specification.
Guidelines for the pressure drop in the chilled water pipe section to the coil and the pump efficiency
are shown in table 5.7
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¥Direct expansion coils
The primary energy consumption required to maintain the refrigerant flow through the coil shall be
included in the costs of thermal cooling energy. The compressor in the refrigerating machine creates
the differential pressure across the coil and subsequent refrigerant pipe network.

5.5.2 ENERGY CONSUMPTION ON AIR SIDE

To create the required air flow over a coil a certain differential pressure across the coil shall be main-
tained by the fan in the air handling unit. The energy consumption involved is included in the calculated
consumption of electric energy of the fan.

5.5.3 CONSUMPTION OF THERMAL COOLING ENERGY

The thermal energy consumption of a cooling coil is not only affected by entering and leaving air tem-
peratures but also by the moisture content of in- and outlet air, in those cases where the water inlet
temperature (or evaporation temperature) is below the dew point temperature of the entering
air (dehumidification).

To calculate the sensible thermal cooling energy consumption 3 basic extract and supply air tempera-
ture scenarios are presented for 3 different types of installation. The indicated supply temperatures
could serve as typical values for the particular installation but are not mandatory. Extract air tempera-
tures, however, should be in accordance with the indicated values.

For the computation of the latent cooling energy consumption the corresponding basic moisture scenar-
ios are provided. For comfort installations, which are controlled on temperature, the moisture content of
the supply air during the cooling period is physically related to the supply temperature and the maxi-
mum moisture content of the outdoor air for the location of interest! 
This relationship will be explained later.
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• Installation type I
- Central ventilation system
- Additional local heating and/or cooling in case of heating and/or cooling load

Temperature scenario Moisture scenario

Figure 5.4 —Temperature and moisture scenario, installation type I

• Installation type II
- Central ventilation and cooling system
- Additional local heating in case of heating load
- Additional local cooling in case of high cooling load

Temperature scenario Moisture scenario

Figure 5.5 —Temperature and moisture scenario, installation type II
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• Installation type III
- Central air conditioning system for ventilation, heating and cooling 
- Additional local heating in case of high heating load
- Additional local cooling in case of high cooling load

Temperature scenario Moisture scenario

Figure 5.6 —Temperature and moisture scenario, installation type III

These installation types have been explained in chapter 5.4.3.
The humidity scenarios are valid for both humidification and dehumidification. 
Installation types II & III have identical humidity scenarios if the temperature scenarios for summer
operation are the same.
The difference in absolute humidity between extract and supply air has been fixed on 1 g/kg of dry air,
caused by internal moisture gains.

As previously stated; the moisture scenario for latent cooling is related to the selected temperature sce-
nario for summer operation. The following considerations explain how the appropriate moisture sce-
nario for the cooling period shall be defined in accordance with  the selected temperature scenario for
the cooling period.

Since high outdoor moisture content generally corresponds to high outdoor temperatures; an
inversely proportional relationship between moisture content of outdoor air and supply air has
been assumed from the point where dehumidification starts.

➤ The first important point to take into consideration is at what outdoor temperature dehumidifica-
tion is likely to commence.
It is obvious that the selected supply air temperature at 20¡C outdoor temperature is determina-
tive for this value!
If one selects e.g. (tsa-1) max,C =18¡C; the maximum moisture content is 13 g/kg. The scenario dic-
tates that outdoor air of 20¡C with any moisture content, has to be cooled down to 18¡C in the
cooling coil. Although there is no physical need for dehumidifying the outdoor air as long as the
moisture content is below 13 g/kg; some dehumidification will already occur at lower moisture
content in the outdoor air, because a part of the external coil surface will have a temperature
below the dew point of the entering air! Therefore it is realistic to assume that for this case dehu-
midification is likely to commence at an outdoor moisture content of 11 g/kg.
Similar reasoning for lower supply temperatures at 20 ¡C outdoor temperature lead to lower val-
ues for the outdoor moisture content where dehumidification starts. 
It is obvious that for this particular point the moisture content of the outdoor air is equal to the
moisture content of the supply air since the dehumidifying process just starts. 

➤ The second important point in the moisture scenario for the cooling period is the moisture con-
tent of the supply air at maximum outdoor moisture content for the location of interest.
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The moisture content of the supply air at maximum outdoor humidity is considered to be more or
less equal to the moisture content of saturated supply air at rated minimum temperature. 

An extra table in chapter 8 or Annex A recommends values for the moisture content of the supply
air at 20¡C outdoor temperature and maximum outdoor temperature, depending on the corre-
sponding values of the desired supply air temperature.
Stipulated figures are in accordance with practical values, established for commonly operating
cooling coils.
The conditions of the supply air (temperature and moisture content) at 20¡C outdoor temperature,
plotted in the Mollier diagram, are in between 80% and 90% relative humidity (the lower the sup-
ply temperature, the higher the relative humidity). The plotted values represent the assumed max-
imum relative humidity of the supply air at initial condensation!
The same exercise for the supply condition at maximum outdoor temperature shows air condi-
tions around 95% relative humidity. These conditions represent the maximum relative humidity of
the supply air at minimum temperature!

For additional information on temperature and humidity scenarios see also chapter 8 and
Annex A of this document.
The method to determine the annual thermal cooling energy has been split up in two parts

5.5.3.1 ENERGY CONSUMPTION FOR SENSIBLE COOLING

The momentary thermal energy consumption for sensible cooling of air in a cooling coil is calculated
with the equation:

(5.18)
where

Qmom = energy consumption for a time period ts in kJ
qv = air flow rate over the coil in m

3
/s

ρ = density of the considered air flow rate in kg/m
3

hin = enthalpy of the air at the inlet of the coil in kJ/kg
hout = enthalpy of the air at the outlet of the coil in kJ/kg
ts = period of time with steady in- and outlet conditions in s

Since the moisture content of the air in the case of sensible cooling does not change, (hin — hout) may
be substituted by cp x (tin — tout):

(5.19)
where

Qmom = energy consumption for a time period ts in kJ
qv = air flow rate over the coil in m3/s
ρ = density of the considered air flow rate in kg/m3

cp = specific heat of the air in kJ/kg.¡C
tin = temperature of the air entering the coil in oC
tout = temperature of the air leaving the coil in oC
ts = period of time with steady in- and outlet conditions in s

Strictly considered the sensible heat decrease of the water vapour is disregarded in the last formula;
which is allowed for normal applications in comfort installations where the moisture content of the air 
is relatively small. 
The annual thermal energy consumption of a cooling coil for sensible cooling shall be established 
taking into account the following factors:
- geographic location of the air handling unit with matching outdoor conditions
- the effectiveness of any energy recovering device mainly characterised by its dry temperature efficiency
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- the selected appropriate temperature scenario
- the operating time of the unit
A correct valuation of the aforementioned factors enables an accurate calculation of the momentarily ther-
mal energy consumption for the duration of any outdoor condition during the operating time of the unit.
The annual energy consumption of the cooling coil then is the sum of the momentary energy 
consumptions for sensible cooling according to:

(5.20)

where
QC,S,an =  annual thermal energy consumption of the cooling coil for sensible cool

ing in kWh/a
Qmom, i =  energy consumption during time ts, i in kJ/a
ts, i =  period of time with fixed in- and outlet conditions during annual operation 

time of unit in s
3600 =  conversion factor in kJ/kWh

For further information on this topic see also chapter 8.

5.5.3.2 ENERGY CONSUMPTION FOR LATENT COOLING (DEHUMIDIFICATION)

The momentary energy consumption for latent cooling (dehumidification of air in a cooling coil) is
established with the formula:

(5.21)
where

Qmom =  energy consumption for a time period ts in kJ
qv =  air flow rate over the coil in m3/s
ρ =  density of the considered air flow rate in kg/m3

xin =  moisture content of the air at the inlet of the coil in kg/kg
xout =  moisture content of the air at the outlet of the coil in kg/kg
2500 =  condensation (evaporation) heat of water vapour at moderate coil outlet

temperatures in kJ/kg
ts =  period of time with steady in- and outlet conditions in s

The annual thermal energy consumption of a cooling coil for latent cooling shall be established taking
into account the following factors:
- geographic location of the air handling unit with matching outdoor conditions
- the effectiveness of any energy recovering device characterised by its moisture recovery efficiency
- the selected appropriate humidity scenario
- the operating time of the unit
A correct valuation of the aforementioned factors enables an accurate calculation of the momentarily ther-
mal energy consumption for the duration of any outdoor condition during the operating time of the unit.
The annual energy consumption of the cooling coil then is the sum of the momentary energy consump-
tions for latent cooling according to:

(5.22)
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where
QC,L,an =  annual thermal energy consumption of the cooling coil for latent cooling 

in kWh/a
Qmom, i =  energy consumption during time ts, i in kJ/a
ts, i =  period of time with fixed in- and outlet conditions during annual operation time 

of unit in s
3600 =  conversion factor in kJ/kWh

For further information on this topic see also chapter 8.

5.5.3.3  TOTAL ENERGY CONSUMPTION FOR SENSIBLE AND LATENT COOLING

From the previous information it will be evident that the total annual thermal energy consumption of a
cooling coil is the sum of the energy consumption for sensible and latent cooling!
Hence:

(5.23)
where

QC,tot,an = total annual thermal energy consumption of the cooling coil in kWh/a

QC,S,an = annual thermal energy consumption of the cooling coil for sensible cooling in
kWh/a

QC,L,an = annual thermal energy consumption of the cooling coil for latent cooling in kWh/a
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6 ENERGY RECOVERY

6.1 GENERAL
The application of energy recovery devices in air handling systems is a widely used method to
decrease the thermal energy consumption of air handling units. A reduction of energy consumption is
attained by transferring thermal energy (latent and/or sensible) from one air stream to another.
This Recommendation describes the following most frequently applied energy recovery systems:
¥ Run around coils
¥ Plate heat exchangers
¥ Rotary heat exchangers
For other energy recovery systems (e.g. heat pipes); the calculation rules for one of the described sys-
tems may be applied if both systems are technically comparable.
The presented data, as specified in this chapter, shall only be applied if the actual installation is in com-
pliance with the stipulations. In these cases the described methods enable a proper assessment of the
net energy savings that will be accomplished with the computed energy recovery system.

6.2 RUN AROUND COILS

6.2.1 GENERAL

Run around coils are used to recover heat from the extracted air (winter operation) or to transfer sensi-
ble energy from the outdoor air to the exhaust air (summer operation).
A run around coil system basically consists of a coil in the extract air and a coil in the supply air; with a
pipe system in between to transfer the recovered energy from one air stream to another.
The sketch below shows a run around coil system with circulating pump and three way-control valve in
winter operation.

This hydraulic design facilitates defrosting of the
coil in the extract air, by closing the control valve
and increasing the water inlet temperature to this
(cooling) coil.
The efficiency decrease during defrosting periods,
due to the reduced flow over the heating coil, shall
be taken into account in the seasonal heat 
recovery efficiency factor of the system. Actual val-
ues for seasonal efficiency will be stipulated 
in the next clause.

Figure 6.1 — Run around coils system

6.2.2 HEAT RECOVERY EFFICIENCY

The heat recovery efficiency is defined as: 

➤ Winter operation (cold side): (6.1)

where
ηt2 =  heat recovery efficiency factor (temperature ratio) for air stream being heated
t22 =  supply air temperature (outlet colder air stream) in ¡C
t21 =  outdoor air temperature (inlet colder air stream) in ¡C
t11 =  extract air temperature (inlet warmer air stream) in ¡C
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Between commencement of condensation and initiation of freeze control the efficiency shifts between ηt

and ηmax, or between (ηt and ηtot); depending on the type of freeze control.
The seasonal efficiency used for energy calculation purposes has to represent the mean value that will
be achieved during the season whilst the unit is running; taking into account:
- frequency distribution of outdoor temperature
- humidity of the extracted air 
- minimum outdoor temperature.
For summer operation the seasonal effectiveness will not vary with the air inlet conditions, since the
cooling coil is likely to operate under dry conditions. The seasonal efficiency will be equal to the design
temperature ratio.
During winter operation however, the efficiency may vary; depending on outdoor temperature, extract
air conditions and the influence of a freeze protection control if applicable.

The upcoming table specifies seasonal heat recovery efficiencies to be used for coil energy recovery
calculations in common installations.
The outdoor temperature below which a potential need for freeze control is required can be derived
from the dry efficiency and the rated fluid flows, by substituting the formula below.

(6.3)

where
t21F = outdoor air temperature at which freeze control starts in ¡C
t11 = extract air temperature in ¡C
qv(air) = air flow rate in m3/s

cp(air) = specific heat of the air in kJ/kg.K
ρ(air) = air density in kg/m3

ηt = sensible heat recovery effectiveness in % / 100

cp(liquid) = specific heat of heat transfer fluid in kJ/kg.K
qm(liquid) = rated mass flow rate of heat transfer fluid in kg/s

Note that the numerator is always negative and the denominator is always positive; hence higher
extract temperatures lead to lower outdoor temperatures with the potential risk of the condensate freezing!

The equation is only valid if the following conditions are met:
- two coil system with identical coils
- cross — counterflow heat exchange in coils
- initiation of freeze control at 0¡C fluid temperature
- equal air mass flow rate through heating and cooling coil
Further more it has been assumed that there is no condensation until the freeze control starts!
This assumption keeps the calculation on the safe side because condensation above the calculated -
freeze protection start temperature, results in higher fluid temperatures.
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Table 6.1    Seasonal effectiveness of run around coil systems

Kind of operation and installation type Seasonal efficiency _t,s

Winter operation
♦ Without humidification

♦ With humidification
¥ No freeze control required
¥ Freeze protection required

Summer operation
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6.2.3 ENERGY RECOVERY

For any heat recovery system not only the thermal energy savings, but also the additional energy con-
sumption shall be taken into account.
The difference between annual thermal energy savings and additional electric energy consumption has
to be sufficiently high to compensate the extra investment and installation costs of the twin coil system.
The profits of the thermal energy savings can be derived from the equations and tables in chapter 8
and the information on energy costs in chapter 5.
Basically the following procedure should be applied:
1) Calculate the total annual demand for heating without heat recovery by substituting ηt,s = 0 in the 

relevant equations of chapter 8.4.4.
2) Carry out the computation again with heat recovery, using the seasonal effectiveness ηt,s in

compliance with chapter 6.2.2.
3) Subtract both heating demands 1) & 2) and multiply the result with the costs of thermal heating 

energy established in accordance with chapter 5.2.
4) Repeat, if applicable, the procedure for the annual demand of sensible cooling energy by applying 

ncapable to carry over any moisture and the supply air in the recovery coil will not be dehumidified.
5) Determine the sum of the profits obtained from the annual thermal energy savings with the coil 

energy recovery system.
6) Deduct the costs for additional energy, consumed to operate the system (see next clause).

6.2.4 ENERGY COSTS FOR RUN AROUND COILS

• Primary side
The energy consumption on the primary (fluid) side is the required energy to pump the heat 
transfer fluid through the heat recovery system.
The annual energy consumption of the circulating pump depends on the hydraulic design of the 
connecting pipe network and the water side pressure drops across the coils.
Other parameters affecting the energy consumption are:
- efficiency of the pump unit (size related)
- type of coil control (variable water flow / variable water temperature)
- speed control on circulating pump
- optimised switch off control in case of inefficient energy recovery
Basically the annually consumed electric energy of the pump is calculated with the equation:

(6.4)

where
Wcirc =  consumed annual electric energy for circulation in kWh/a
Pcirc =  absorbed electric power of run around coil related pump(s) in W 
teq,op =  equivalent running time of pump(s) at full load in h/a

If the loop system is delivered by the AHU manufacturer, the rated absorbed electric power of the pump
(Pcirc) should be specified in the technical data of the heat recovery system. Where no actual data on
power consumption is available the following equations and table should be used to determine the
absorbed power consumption of the circulating pump(s).

➤ Absorbed power for fluid circulation: (6.5)

where
Pcirc =  absorbed electric power of run around coil related pump(s) in W 

qv-fluid =  rated fluid flow through the system in l/s
∆pcoil =  fluid side pressure drop across the recovery coil in kPa
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∆ploop =  pressure drop in the loop system, excluding control valve in kPa

ηp =  total efficiency of the pump(s) and electric motor(s) in %/100

For this equation a two coil system has been assumed with identical coils. For multiple coil systems

with parallel coils in the extracted air, 3.∆pcoil shall be substituted by the highest fluid side pressure drop
of any coil in the extract air plus twice the fluid side pressure drop of the coil in the supply air.

➤ Hence: (6.6)

The liquid flow through the system (=flow through coil in supply air) and pressure drop(s) shall be taken
from the air handling unit specification.
Guidelines for the pressure drop in the coil connecting pipe system and pump efficiency are provided in
table 6.2
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The equivalent full load running time of the pump is related to the operating time of the air handling
unit.
Depending on single (winter or summer) or dual (winter plus summer) application and assuming an
effective control regime; the equivalent full load running time is considered to be:

_ teq,op =  0,4 . top →for single operation application (6.7)

_ teq,op =  0,8 . top →for dual application (6.8)

where
teq,op =  equivalent running time of pump(s) at full load in h/a
top =  operating time of the air handling unit in h/a

¥Air side
The differential pressure to overcome the resistance of the coils is generated by the fans in the 
corresponding air handling units. As such, the energy consumption involved is included in the 
calculated electric energy consumption of the fans.



If a separate additional air side energy consumption for the run around coil system has to be 
established; it shall be derived from the annual electric energy consumption of the fans in the 
units that comprise an energy recovery coil.
The calculation procedure for fans has been described in chapter 4.
The supplementary annual air side energy consumption of the run around coil system is calcu
lated with the equation:

(6.9)

where
WCER =  supplemantary annual air side energy consumption of coil energy recovery

system in kWh/a
∆pcoil 1 =  air side pressure drop of considered coil (where applicable mean 
∆pfan1 =  total fan curve pressure of matching fan in Pa
Wfan1 =  annual energy consumption of the considered fan in kWh/a (calculated in

compliance with chapter 4).
Σ =  sum of individual supplementary air side energy consumptions of energy

recovery related coils (usually only 2 coils).

6.3 PLATE HEAT EXCHANGER

6.3.1 GENERAL

For heat recovery in air handling systems plate heat exchangers, can be used. In a plate heat exchang-
er, sensible heat is transferred through corrugated plates from a warm airflow to a cold airflow. During
wintertime the heat flow is from the extract air to the fresh air. In summer time it can be the other way
round. The heat transfer is realised by conduction through these corrugated plates. In this chapter the
heat exchangers are cross flow  heat exchangers.

6.3.2 DESIGN

Aluminium is most common material for the corrugated plates although other materials such as  plastic
are sometimes used. The plates are stacked in parallel and maintained secured by a frame on each cor-
ner (see figure 6.3).

Figure 6.3 — Airflows through plate heat exchanger (winter operation)
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6.3.3 HEAT RECOVERY

The most important relation for calculating the energy performance of a plate heat exchanger is the
temperature efficiency ratio of the exchanger.  This ratio depends on several parameters like: air veloci-
ty, mass balance,  type of corrugations, plate thickness, condensation, etc.
The heat recovery efficiency is defined as: 

➤ Winter operation (cold side): (6.10)

where
ηt2 = heat recovery efficiency factor (temperature ratio) for air stream being heated
t22 = supply air temperature (outlet colder air stream) in ¡C
t21 = outdoor air temperature (inlet colder air stream) in ¡C

t11 = extract air temperature (inlet warmer air stream) in ¡C

➤ Summer operation (warm side): (6.11)

where
ηt1 = heat recovery efficiency factor (temperature ratio) for air stream being cooled
t11 = outdoor air temperature (inlet warmer air stream) in ¡C
t12 = supply air temperature (outlet warmer air stream) in ¡C
t21 = extract air temperature (inlet colder air stream) in ¡C

At lower outdoor temperatures in combination with relatively high moisture content in the extracted air
condensation may occur on the surface of the plates of the heat exchanger. 

It is important for some cases to install a freeze protection system. The necessity for such a system
depends on the lowest expected fresh air temperature in relation to the air conditions of the extract air,
the type of corrugations and the mass balance. If condensation occurs a simultaneous rise of the heat
recovery efficiency will result due to the condensation heat released from the water vapour in the
extract air. At very cold conditions the plate temperature can drop below zero and a potential risk of
freezing of condensate exists! Icing in the channels affects the performance of the heat exchanger,
through increased pressure drop and reduced heat transfer rates, and can lead to damage of the
plates.

Figure 6.4 gives the highest temperatures when freezing starts. For systems where the temperature
gets below these values it is recommended to install a proper freeze protection system.
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Figure 6.7 — Simplified relationship between the efficiency and the lower temperature of the plates.

The seasonal efficiency used for energy calculation purposes has to represent the mean value that will
be achieved during the whole season when the unit is running; taking into account:
¥ frequency distribution of outdoor temperature
¥ humidity of the extracted air 
¥ minimum outdoor temperature.
For summer operation the seasonal effectiveness will be equal to the dry efficiency since the plate heat
exchanger operates under dry conditions.
During winter operation the efficiency may vary; depending on outdoor temperature.
Table 6.3 specifies seasonal heat recovery efficiencies to be used for energy recovery calculations in
common installations. (this is equalin the seasonal efficiency of run around coils in table 6.1 the differ-
ence will be the absolute values of the efficiencies).

As it shows in table 6.3 the extra losses because of the freeze protection with a pre-heater are negligi-
ble in relation to the total amount of recovered energy. This is especially true for lower efficiencies. 

6.3.4 ENERGY RECOVERY

For any heat recovery system not only the thermal energy savings, but also the additional energy con-
sumption shall be taken into account. The difference between thermal energy savings and additional
electric energy consumption on an annual basis, has to be sufficiently high to compensate the extra
investment of the plate heat exchanger. The profits of the thermal energy savings can be derived from
the equations and tables in chapter 8 and the information on energy costs in chapter 5. To calculate the
net annual saved energy see chapter 6.2.3
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6.4 ROTARY HEAT EXCHANGER

6.4.1 GENERAL

In the rotary heat exchanger, sensible and latent heat is transferred by means of a matrix structure with
micro channels. This structure rotates, between the supply air and exhaust air ducts. Heat exchangers
are regenerative and operate according to a counter-flow airstreams, which gives them very high recov-
ery ratio. The matrix must contain a large heat and mass transfer surface and at the same time should
provide a low pressure drop as air passes through it. The most common material used in rotors is alu-
minium.

Performance, leakage and carry-over tests are made according to EN 308 category IIIa and IIIb.

Design

The rotor rotates inside a casing equipped with sealing strips that separate the supply air and exhaust
air passages. A drive motor with drive belt is required for operating the section. Changing its speed of
rotation can control the recovery ratio of the rotor.

Figure 6.8 —Airflows through rotary heat Figure 6.9 — Parts in a rotary heat exchanger
exchanger (winter operation)

To prevent the polluted extract air from being carried over to the supply air side, most rotary heat recov-
ery sections are equipped with a purging sector. The sector opens up an air passage between outdoor
air and extract air and by means of a pressure differential, the rotor passages can be emptied of extract
air before they pass into the supply air duct. The angle of the sector is adjusted according to the rotor
speed and the pressure differential between outdoor air and extract air.

Regarding ability to recover moisture three different types of rotors can be defined, see chapter 7.5 for
details.
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6.4.2 HEAT RECOVERY EFFICIENCY

Ratios

The ratios are defined as: 

➤ Winter operation (cold side):

Temperature ratio:

(6.12)

where
ηt2 = heat recovery efficiency factor (temperature ratio) for air stream being heated
t22 = supply air temperature (outlet colder air stream) in ¡C
t21 = outdoor air temperature (inlet colder air stream) in ¡C

t11 = extract air temperature (inlet warmer air stream) in ¡C

Humidity ratio:
(6.13)

where
ηx2 = moisture recovery efficiency factor (humidity ratio) for air stream being humidified
x22 = supply air moisture content (outlet colder air stream) in kg/kg
x21 = outdoor air moisture content (inlet colder air stream) in kg/kg

x11 = extract air moisture content (inlet warmer air stream) in kg/kg

➤ Summer operation (warm side):

Temperature ratio:
(6.14)

where
ηt1 =  heat recovery efficiency factor (temperature ratio) for air stream being cooled
t11 = outdoor air temperature (inlet warmer air stream) in ¡C
t12 = supply air temperature (outlet warmer air stream) in ¡C

t21 = extract air temperature (inlet colder air stream) in ¡C

Humidity ratio:

(6.15)

where
ηx1 =   moisture recovery efficiency factor (humidity ratio) for air stream being

dehumidified
x11 = outdoor air moisture content (inlet warmer air stream) in kg/kg
x12 = supply air moisture content (outlet warmer air stream) in kg/kg

x21 = extract air moisture content (inlet colder air stream) in kg/kg

The rotary heat recovery section has an extremely high temperature ratio. In a sorption design, it can
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also transfer moisture (latent heat) at approximately the same ratio, which in certain applications is of
great value. Condensation rotors (non hygroscopic) and enthalpy rotors (hygroscopic) are, to a certain
extent, also capable of moisture transfer; depending on the inlet and outlet conditions.

With increasing supply air flow at a constant exhaust air flow the heat recovery ratios decrease. The
reduction is between 4 to 5 percent units per 10 percent supply air increase.

Anti-frosting protection

A combination of high moisture content in the extracted air and low outdoor temperature can give rise
to an excess amount of water in the rotor. If the mean temperature of the rotor during one revolution is
below zero, the water may freeze and form ice in the rotor. After a while, this will cause unacceptable
high pressure drop across the rotor and a poor energy recovery.

Excess water

It is hard to specify general and precise limits for conditions that do not give rise to excess water form-
ing inside the rotor. The following approximate limits can be used:

Hygroscopic rotor

If the heat exchanger is fitted with a fully hygroscopic rotor, excess water will form as soon as the inter-
connecting line between the inlet conditions for the extract air and outdoor air intersects the saturation
line in the Mollier diagram. 

We can define this by indicating maximum moisture content in the exhaust air as a function of the
extract air and outdoor air temperature.

xea,max = f1 (toa, tea) (6.16)

If xea < xea,max excess water and frosting can be avoided

Non-hygroscopic rotor

A non-hygroscopic rotor transfers moisture only by means of condensation/evaporation and reaches a
state of excess water on its surfaces at a lower moisture content in the extract air than a hygroscopic
rotor.

xea,max = f2 (toa, tea) (6.17)

If xea < x excess water and frosting can be avoided.

Sorption rotor
A sorption rotor is hardly sensitive to excess water since the rotor transfers moisture in vapour phase.
Only extreme conditions may lead to excess water.

Consequences for LCC calculation

There is no basic data for calculating how much heat recovery is annually lost due to defrosting. It is
probably insignificant in comparison with the amount heat recovered. On the other hand, however, it is
highly significant for the heat power that has to be installed, since a heating coil should make up for the
power that is temporarily lost in the heat recovery section.
In a normal comfort ventilation situation there is no need for defrosting, however, if the exhaust air rela-
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tive humidity is above 40 % and the outdoor temperature is below -15 ¡C the rotor may need  defrost-
ing. During the defrosting period, the temperature ratio of the rotor is only 20 — 30 percent. A typical
defrosting time is 15 — 20 minutes and the time between two defrosting periods is several hours. The
defrosting impact on seasonal efficiency is neglible.

6.4.3 LEAKAGE

p21 p21

p11
p12

qA =  By-pass flows
qB =  Leakage flow (throw sealings etc.)

qC1 =  Transferred flow by rotation (on the opposite side of the purge sector)

qC2 =  Carry-over flow(from extract to supply air side) 

qD =  Purging flow (throw the purging sector)

Figure 6.10 — Leakage in a rotary heat exchanger

By-pass flows lower the temperature and humidity ratios. There are no other disadvantages. They are
indirectly included in the ratios indicated by the supplier.

The amount of leakage flow depends on the size of the rotor, the quality of the seals, the differential
pressure p21 — p12 and the pressure drops across the rotor. To provide the leakage from supply air to
extract air, the pressure differential between the supply air and extact air ducts, p22 — p11 should for all

operating conditions be at least 20 Pa. It may be necessary to utilize a balancing damper in the extract
air duct in order to accomplish this.

The approximate leakage flow can be calculated as follows:

qB = D . (k1 + k2
. ( p21 — p11 ) . 10 —3) (6.18)

where

qB =  leakage flow in m3/s
D =  rotor diameter in m
k1 and k2 = constants depending on the quality of the seals and adjustment of the rotor
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k1 = 0.02 - 0.04
k2 = 0.08 - 0.15

The transfered flow qC1 from the supply air to the exhaust air side can be expressed as follows:

qC1 = „ . (D2 — d2)/4 . n /60 . fp . L (6.19)
where

qC1 = transfered flow in m3/s
D = rotor diameter in m
d = hub diameter in m
n = rotor speed in r/min
fp = porosity of the rotor structure
L = length of the rotor in the direction of air flow in m

The carry-over flow qC2 from extract to supply air side will be zero if the purging sector works in an ideal

manner. If the heat recovery section lacks a purging sector then qC2 = qC1

The angle of the purging sector should be adjusted so that qC2 = 0 whenever the rotor rotates at full
speed n = nmax. The angle that gives a zero carry-over flow at full speed nmax is

(6.20)
where

θ0 = angle of purging sector to accomplish no carry-over flow in ¡
nmax = maximum rotor speed in r/min
L = length of the rotor in the direction of air flow in m
vfront = velocity on the front area of the purging sector in m/s
fp = porosity of the rotor structure

The pressure drop coefficient                      gives if f ‡ 1:

(6.21)

where
θ0 = angle of purging sector to accomplish no purging flow in ¡
nmax = maximum rotor speed in r/min
L = length of the rotor in the direction of air flow in m
p21 = pressure at outdoor air side in Pa
p11 = pressure at extract air side in Pa
k = pressure drop coefficient
f = power factor that characterize the connection between pressure drop and

velocity
fp = porosity of the rotor structure 

Without purging sector or an angle of the purging sector, θ < θ0 polluted exhaust air will be carried over
to the supply air side, which must be avoided.

Consequences for LCC calculations

The exhaust air fan performance shall include the leakage flow qB

The exhaust air fan shall also include the transfered flow qC1 and the purging flow qD reduced with the
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carry over flow qC2. Here is assumed that the fans are located downstream the rotor.

The air leakage flows qC1, qC2 and qD are all dependant of the speed of the rotor.
However it can be shown that the total leakage to the exhaust air side, qB + qC1 — qC2 + qD ,is
independent of the speed of the rotor and can be written:

(6.22)

where
qv,leak = total leakage flow in m3/s
qB = leakage flow throw sealings etc. in m3/s
θ = angle of purging sector in ¡
p21,p11,p22 = air pressures according to fig 6.10 in Pa
f = power factor that characterize the connection between pressure drop and

velocity. For normal rotor structures the power factor is very close to 1.
q22 = supply air flow rate in m3/s

If a balancing damper is needed, its pressure drop will burden the exhaust air fan. 

Rotor leakage and balancing damper pressure drop should be included in the manufactures selection
programs, see chapter 4 (Fans)

6.4.4 ENERGY RECOVERY

Heating recovery

(6.23)

if (tea,i — toa,i) † 0  set  (tea,i — toa,i) = 0
if toa,i + (tea,i — toa,i) � ηt/100 ‡ tsa,i set  (tea,i — toa,i) � ηt/100 = tsa,i — toa,i

where
QREC,H = recovered heating energy in kWh/a
top = annual operation time in h/a
tqv,sa = supply air flow rate in m3/s
tea = temperature of extract air in °C

toa = temperature of outdoor air in °C
ηt = temperature ratio in %
tsa = temperature of supply air in °C

Cooling recovery 

(6.24)

if (toa,i — tea,i) † 0  set (toa,i — tea,i) = 0

(6.25)
if (xoa,i — xea,i) † 0  set (xoa,i — xea,i) = 0
Here is the sensible heat of the steam neglected
If non-hygroscopic rotor  QREC,C,lat = 0
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where
QREC,C,sens = recovered sensible cooling energy in kWh/a
QREC,C,lat = recovered latent cooling energy in kWh/a
top = annual operation time in h/a
qv,sa = supply air flow rate in m3/s
toa = temperature of outdoor air in °C
xoa = moisture content of outdoor air in kg/kg
tea = temperature of extract air in °C
xea = moisture content of extract air in kg/kg
ηt = temperature ratio in %
ηx = humidity ratio in %

For more accurate calculation the day may be split up in day-time operation and night-time operation.

Calculations of heating and cooling demands at different scenarios and locations are done according to
chapter 8.

6.4.5 ENERGY COSTS

Power consumptions for rotary heat exchangers

a. Extra fan power to overcome the pressure drops in the rotor
Pel,pressure = (qv,sa Æ∆psa) /(ηsa Æ1000 ) + (qv,ea Æ(∆pea + ∆pdamper )) / (ηea Æ1000 ) (6.26)

where
Pel,pressure = extra fan power to overcome the pressure drops in the rotor in kW
qv,sa = supply air flow in m3/s
∆psa =  pressure drop over rotor on supply air side in Pa
ηsa = total efficiency of fan, supply air side
qv,ea =  exhaust air flow in m3/s
∆pea = pressure drop over rotor on exhaust air side in Pa
∆pdamper = pressure drop over balancing damper on extract air side in Pa
ηea =  total efficiency of fan, exhaust air side

b. Fan power to exhaust fan due to rotor leakage
Pel,leak = (qv,leak / qv,ea ) ÆPel (6.27)

where
Pel,leak = fan power to exhaust fan due to rotor leakage in kW
qv,leak = leakage flow in rotor from supply air side to exhaust air side in m3/s
qv,ea = exhaust air flow in m3/s
Pel = fan power to exhaust fan without rotor leakage in kW

c. Rotor motor drive
Pel,drive = k ÆD2/1000 (6.28)

where
Pel,drive = power to rotor motor drive in kW
k = constant, 25 — 35 depending on type of seal
D = rotor diameter in m
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Normally the electrical energy to the drive motor during a year is less than 0.5 % of recovered heat-
ing energy.

The annual energy consumptions can be calculated as:

W = (Pel,pressure + Pel,leak )Ætop,AHU + Pel,drive Ætop,rotor (6.29)
where

W = annual additional energy consumption in kWh
Pel,pressure = extra fan power to overcome the pressure drops in the rotor in kW
Pel,leak = fan power to exhaust fan due to rotor leakage in kW
Pel,drive = power to rotor motor drive in kW
top,AHU = annual operation time for the AHU in h
top,rotor = annual running time for the rotor in h

7 HUMIDIFICATION

7.1 GENERAL
The function of a humidifier in an air handling unit is to increase the moisture content of the supplied
fresh air. A moisture rise is required if the prevailing moisture content in the outdoor air is insufficient to
achieve the desired relative humidity in the building.
Detailed calculations (not in the scope of these recommendations) should establish the relationship
between desired relative humidity in the building and required absolute moisture content of the supply
air; depending on outdoor condition, building occupancy and building characteristics.
In this chapter a uniform calculation procedure, based on a pre—selected moisture scenario, will be pre-
sented.

7.2 HUMIDIFIER TYPES
Humidifiers can be classified accordingly the humidification process (steam or water) and/or depending
on the principle of operation.
Particularly for water humidification a great variety of humidifier types has been developed since the
need for comfort humidification has been acknowledged.
This Recommendation only deals with (modern) types of humidifiers, frequently applied nowadays in air
handling units.
➣ Steam humidifiers: ■ life steam humidifier with (steam jacketed) dispersion pipes

■ electric steam generator with steam distribution pipe(s)
■ gas fired steam generator with steam distribution pipes

➣ Water humidifiers: ■ air washers
■ atomising humidifiers: - water/compressed air nozzles

- ultrasonic
- high pressure nozzles

7.3 ENERGY CONSUMPTION
For humidification purposes three kinds of energy are consumed:
➀ energy consumption on primary side (if appropriate)
➁ energy consumption on air side
➂ thermal energy consumption
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7.3.1 ENERGY CONSUMPTION ON PRIMARY SIDE

Energy consumption on the primary side of a humidifier is considered to be the energy required to
operate the humidifier; excluding the energy to evaporate the water (thermal energy).
Usually electrical energy is consumed to run the humidifier (pumps, compressor, etc.).
As a basis for computation the absorbed power consumption at rated performance shall be taken from
supplier s specification.
Where no actual data on power consumption is available, the specified values in this chapter shall be
used. In all cases a proportional ratio between primary energy consumption and humidifier performance
shall be assumed!

• Life steam humidifier
The primary energy consumption is basically the required energy to transport the steam from the
steam boiler to the air handling unit, including heat losses of the pipe network.
The steam pressure in the boiler induces the steam and condensate flow. All the energy consumption
involved, however, is included in the seasonal effectiveness of the energy source (boiler).

• Electric steam generator
Although the steam is electrically generated primary side energy losses of electric steam generators
incorporate only losses caused by heat generation in the power supply cables (identical to electric
heating coils).

These energy losses are proportional to the length of the power supply cables and the capacity of the
generator. For extensive systems with many electric steam generators, values from the following table
may be used.

The consumed annual primary energy for an electric steam generator is calculated with the 
formula:

(7.1)

where
Wel,hum = annual electric energy consumption on the primary side of an electric steam

generator in kWh/a
PEL = primary energy loss according to table 9 in %
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( ) humhum,el Q100PELW ⋅=

Table 7.1   Primary energy losses in power supply cables to electric steam generators in %
of generator capacity

GENERATOR
CAPACITY

DISTANCE BETWEEN POWER PANEL AND ELECTRIC STEAM
GENERATOR

kW 10m 16m 25m 40m 63m 100m
10 0,7 1,2 1,8 2,9 4,6 5,0

12,5 0,7 1,2 1,8 2,8 4,4 5,0
16 0,7 1,1 1,8 2,8 4,4 5,0
20 0,6 0,9 1,4 2,2 3,5 5,0
25 0,5 0,7 1,1 1,8 2,9 4,6

31,5 0,4 0,6 0,9 1,4 2,2 3,5
40 0,3 0,5 0,7 1,1 1,7 2,7
50 0,3 0,4 0,7 1,1 1,7 2,7
63 0,3 0,4 0,7 1,1 1,7 2,7
80 0,2 0,3 0,4 0,7 1,1 1,8

100 0,2 0,3 0,4 0,6 1,0 1,6



Qhum = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification in kWh/a 
(see chapter 7.3.3)

Where no particular installation data is available, a PEL—value of 1% may be presumed!

Gas fired steam generator
Gas fired steam generators have been developed as stand—alone units for local application on single
air handling units, as an alternative for electric steam generators.
As the steam output is relatively small, the generators are equipped with atmospheric burners.
Energy consumption on the primary side is essentially the energy required to transport natural gas from
the gas meter to the burner. The gas main supply pressure will maintain a continuous gas flow on
demand. Hence, no additional energy on the primary side is consumed (electric power supply to control
box is negligible)!

• Air washers
Primary side energy consumption for air washers is the energy consumption required to operate the
spray water pump. The annually consumed electric energy of the spray water pump is computed with
the equation:

(7.2)
where

Wcirc = consumed annual electric energy to run the spray water pump in kWh/a
Pcirc = absorbed electric power of spray water pump in W 
teq,op = equivalent annual running time of pump at rated load in h/a

The equivalent annual running time can be derived from the yearly evaporated amount of water and
the evaporated water rate per unit of time at design conditions. Assuming an optimised moisture con-
trol strategy, where the power consumption of the pump is proportional to the evaporated water quan-
tity, the equivalent running time is calculated with:

(7.3)

where
teq,op = equivalent annual running time of pump at rated load in h/a
Qhum = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification in kWh/a

3600 * = conversion factor in kJ/kWh
2500 = evaporation heat of water at moderate wet bulb outlet temperature in kJ/kg
xsa = moisture content of supply air at design condition in kg/kg
xoa = moisture content of entering/outdoor air at design condition in kg/kg
qv = air flow rate through humidifier in m3/s
ρ = density of the considered air flow rate in kg/m3

3600** = conversion factor in s/h

The rated absorbed electric power of the pump (Pcirc) should be specified in the technical data of the air
washer.
Where no actual data in the quotation is provided, the absorbed power of the spray water pump is cal-
culated with the formula:

(7.4)
where

Pcirc = absorbed electric power of spray water pump in W
qv = spray water flow in l/s
pman = manometric head of spray water pump in kPa
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ηp = total efficiency of pump and electric motor in %/100

The total efficiency for pump and electric motor is size related and can be taken from the table below.
¥Atomising humidifiers

→ Water/compressed air nozzles
Atomising humidifiers with water/compressed air nozzles use compressed air to produce finely 
atomised sprays which evaporate completely to raise the humidity of the passing air.
Besides the power consumption of the control panel; the majority of primary side energy is con
sumed to operate the compressor unit. The actual power consumption of the compressor unit 
will depend on:
- capacity and type of compressor
- efficiency of the electric drive motor
- design of compressed air pipe system
- nozzle type
As a realistic guideline (based on 0,6 m3/h compressed air per l/h evaporated water) the pri
mary energy consumption can be valued at:

(7.5)

where
Wel =  yearly consumed electric energy on the primary side of the humidifier in

kWh/a
Qhum =  annual thermal energy consumption for humidification in kWh/a

→ Ultrasonic humidifiers
The ultrasonic humidifier generates atomised water by means of ultrasonic vibrations of approximate-
ly 1,7 MHz. A humidity unit consists basically of a number of small vibration elements. In each ele-
ment an ultrasonic vibration of a diaphragm below water level introduces small water particles into the
air stream.
The electrical energy required to generate the ultrasonic vibrations, is considered to be the energy
consumption on the primary side. 
With sufficient accuracy the primary energy consumption for this type of humidifier is appraised at:

(7.6)
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where
Wel =  yearly consumed electric energy on the primary side of the humidifier in

kWh/a
Qhum =  annual thermal energy consumption for humidification in kWh/a

→ High pressure nozzles
Humidifiers using high pressure nozzles to atomise the water, are equipped with a high pressure
pump unit with control panel and electric motor. The power input to the pump unit results in a yearly
energy consumption on the primary side.
Most of the high pressure nozzle humidifiers (often called cold fog  humidifiers) operate with a sur-
plus of water. The ratio between the amount of atomised and evaporated water mainly depends on
the required relative humidity at the humidifier outlet. Nozzle and humidifier type are also influencing
factors.
In spite of the great variety of affecting parameters; the primary energy consumption of a cold fog
humidifier can be reliably computed with the equation:

(7.7)

where
Wel =  yearly consumed electric energy on the primary side of the humidifier in

kWh/a
Qhum =  annual thermal energy consumption for humidification in kWh/a

7.3.2 ENERGY CONSUMPTION ON AIR SIDE

The required air flow through the humidifier is maintained by a pressure difference across the section.
The supply fan in the air handling unit sustains the required differential pressure across the component.
The energy consumption involved is included in the calculated consumption of electric energy of the fan.

7.3.3 CONSUMPTION OF THERMAL ENERGY

All humidifiers consume thermal energy to evaporate the water required to raise the moisture content of
the passing air. Steam humidifiers produce or use steam which is introduced into the air stream in the
humidifier. The air temperature will slightly increase, caused by the steam distribution pipes and the
down—cooling of the steam to air temperature.
In a water humidifier the water evaporates in the passing air stream. The required evaporation heat is
extracted from the air flow which leads to a substantial reduction of the air temperature.
Similar as for the calculation of thermal energy consumption for heating and cooling; a (moisture) sce-
nario is needed to compute the annual energy consumption for humidification. The moisture scenario

for humidification is independent of the installation
type. An example is depicted in the next graph.
Humidification is required as long as the moisture
content of the outdoor air is below the desired
moisture content of the supply air. During the
humidification season a constant set point condi-
tion of the supply air has been assumed!
In this graph the set point for the supply air is 6
g/kg. It has been presumed that the moisture pro-
duction in the building results into a moisture gain
in the extract air of 1g/kg during the entire year.
When the humidification stops, the moisture con-
tent of the supply air and the extract air will follow
the outdoor condition until the cooling coil com-
mences to dehumidify.
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Figure 7.1 — Moisture scenario



The momentary energy consumption for humidification is calculated with the equation:

(7.8)

where
Qmom = energy consumption for a time period ts in kJ

qv = air flow rate through the humidifier in m3/s

ρ = density of the considered air flow rate in kg/m3

xout = moisture content of the air at the humidifier outlet in kg/kg

xin = moisture content of the air at the humidifier inlet in kg/kg

2500 = evaporation heat of water at 0¡C in kJ/kg
ts = period of time with steady in- and outlet conditions in s

The annual thermal energy consumption of any humidifier shall be established taking into account the
following factors:
- geographic location of the air handling unit with matching outdoor conditions
- seasonal latent effectiveness of any energy recovering device, characterised by its moisture recovery 

efficiency
- the selected set point of the supply air leaving the humidifier
- the operating time of the unit
A correct valuation of the aforementioned factors enables an accurate calculation of the momentary
thermal energy consumption for the duration of any outdoor condition during the operating time of the
unit.
The annual energy consumption of the humidifier then is the sum of the momentary energy consump-
tions for humidification, according to:

(7.9)

where
Qhum = annual thermal energy consumption of the humidifier in kWh/a
Qmom, i = energy consumption during time ts, i in kJ/a

ts, i = periods of time with fixed in- and outlet conditions during annual operation time

of unit in s
3600 = conversion factor in kJ/kWh

For further information on this topic see also chapter 8.

7.4 COSTS OF THERMAL ENERGY FOR HUMIDIFICATION
The cost price of thermal energy for humidification shall be established at the location of the considered
air handling unit and shall include the overall efficiency for steam or heat production.
In all cases, the fuel price and/or price for electricity must be provided by the public utility, responsible
for delivery!

7.4.1 COSTS OF THERMAL ENERGY FOR STEAM HUMIDIFIERS

• Life steam
Life steam humidifiers obtain steam from a central steam boiler in a plant room. For the seasonal effi-
ciency and energy costs we refer to chapter 5.2.

• Electric steam generators
The seasonal efficiency of an electric steam generator is affected by:
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- drain frequency of the cylinder(s), depending on water quality
- heat loss of the steam cylinder(s)
- stand by periods
Unless otherwise specified, a seasonal efficiency of 95% for moderate use of local steam gen

erators may be assumed. The costs for thermal energy follow the equation:

(7.10)

where

phum = costs of thermal energy for humidification in €/kWh
Eel = price for electricity in €/kWh
ηs,hum = seasonal efficiency of humidifier in %/100

• Gas fired steam generator
For the seasonal efficiency of a local gas fired steam generator, the same considerations can be
made as for an electric steam generator. The seasonal efficiency is valued at 80% unless stated 
otherwise.
The costs for thermal energy can be calculated with the formula:

(7.11)

where
phum =  costs of thermal energy for humidification in €/kWh

Ef =  fuel price in €/m3

3600 =  conversion factor in kJ/kWh
Hh =  higher heating value of gas in kJ/m3

ηs,hum =  seasonal efficiency of humidifier in %/100

7.4.2 COSTS OF THERMAL ENERGY FOR WATER HUMIDIFICATION

As described in 7.3.3, the necessary heat to evaporate the water is extracted from the air stream.
To maintain the desired air supply temperature, an additional heat input in the heating coil is required;
equal to the extracted evaporation energy.
Hence, the thermal energy for water humidification is coming from the same source as the thermal
energy for heating. The calculation procedure therefore is the same.
For seasonal efficiency and energy costs see chapter 5.2.

7.5 MOISTURE RECOVERY
The only energy recovering device (within the scope of this Recommendation) that also recovers mois-
ture during the humidification season, is a rotary heat exchanger (or any other recovery device, operat-
ing according to the same physical principle).
Depending on the rotor type, the moisture recovery efficiency will vary with the in— and outlet conditions
of the air streams. For a proper assessment of the seasonal efficiency for moisture recovery, three dif-
ferent rotor types have to be considered:

• Condensation rotor
A condensation rotor (non hygroscopic rotor) will transfer moisture from the extract air to the supply
air as long as water vapour condensates on the rotor material in the extract air.
If and how much water vapour condensates, depends on the moisture content in the extract air and
the moisture content of the outdoor air at saturation. 
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The diagram shows that the temperature of the outdoor air
(oa) must be lower than the dew point temperature of the
extract air (ea).
It is obvious that for a fixed extract air condition the effi-
ciency varies with the outdoor condition.
Accurate calculations demand a computer program linked
to selection software from rotor suppliers, where for each
outdoor condition in the Mollier diagram the efficiency and
accompanying moisture recovery are established.
A summation of all the individual computer calculations
results in the total amount of recovered moisture during
the humidification season.
As a guidance for comparative calculation purposes, the
seasonal moisture efficiencies (as a percentage of the
latent efficiency at desigN conditions) have been tabulated
in table 7.3. The efficiencies are sufficiently reliable if the
conditions, mentioned below the table, comply more or 
less with the actual situation! 

• Hygroscopic rotor
A hygroscopic rotor (enthalpy rotor) is basically a condensation rotor with a porous layer on the 
rotor material. This surface treatment is accomplished by submerging the entire rotor in a chemi
cal liquid.
Due to the hygroscopic layer, moisture is not only transferred by condensation but also by 
absorption of moisture in the extract air. Condensed and adsorbed moisture are released in the 
supply air.
For the impact of condensation on moisture transfer, the same fundamentals as for condensa
tion rotors apply.
The contribution of the hygroscopic layer to the moisture recovery strongly depends on the 
applied chemical process; hence on the rotor manufacture. Now even more a computer pro
gram, as described before, is required to compute accurate seasonal moisture recovery.
For comparison purposes, however, within the scope of this Eurovent Recommendation; a sea
sonal moisture efficiency (as a percentage of the latent efficiency at design conditions) has 
been tabulated in table 7.3. The same restrictions as for condensation rotors are valid; in gener
al results may diverge more, depending on the quality of the hygroscopic layer!

• Sorption rotor
A sorption rotor has a moisture efficiency almost independent of the entering air conditions. The 
rotor material has a solid desiccant (e.g. silica gel) on the surface, which will adsorb water 
vapour from the extracted air stream. Desorption of an equal amount of water vapour in the out
door air stream raises the humidity of the supply air. Adsorption and desorption are induced by 
changes in relative humidity of the air during the rotor passage. 
The seasonal efficiencies of the sorption rotor, as submitted in table 7.3, are in fact reduction 
factors (as a percentage of the latent efficiency at design conditions) to compensate the 
inevitable surplus of moisture recovery when the absolute humidity of the outdoor air is close to 
the desired value of the supply air.
This phenomenon only occurs in case of higher latent efficiency in combination with a moisture 
gain in the extract air. In reality a speed control on the rotor will reduce the efficiency to the 
appropriate level.
The lower the humidifier set point, the more calculation compensation  is needed!
Precise calculation results can only be accomplished with a computer program as described 
before.
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The accuracy of calculated results obtained with the figures of table 7.3, depends on how close 
the stipulated conditions below the table are met!

The profits of a rotary heat exchanger (or similar device), recovering moisture, can be derived from the
equations and tables in chapter 8 and the data on thermal energy costs for humidification in chapter 7.4.
Additional energy consumption to operate the energy recovery device (pressure drop, drive system)
shall be taken into account with the application (heating, cooling or humidification) where the highest
savings are achieved (usually heating).
To compute the financial benefits of the moisture recovery device, the following procedure should be
conformed to:
1) Calculate the total annual thermal energy demand for humidification without moisture recovery by
substituting ηx = 0 in the relevant equations of chapter 8.
2) Carry out the computation again with moisture recovery, using the seasonal efficiency as established
in this chapter.
3) Subtract both energy demands 1) & 2) and multiply the result with the costs for thermal energy for
humidification in accordance with chapter 7.4
4) Deduct the costs for additional energy, consumed to operate the system (if applicable).

7.6 HUMIDIFIER WATER ECONOMY
The costs for water consumption and water treatment (if appropriate) are relatively low compared to the
thermal energy costs for humidification. However to evaluate the application of different types of humid-
ifiers in all it s aspects; this chapter gives appraising guidelines on expenditures for water consumption
and water treatment.

7.6.1 WATER CONSUMPTION

All humidifiers will consume more city water than the amount of water required to humidify the air. The
ratio between the two depends on the humidifier type, controls and required water quality!
In general, humidifiers demand the following water quality:
➤ Steam humidifiers : city water or softened water
➤ Water humidifiers

¥ air washers : city water or softened water
¥ atomising humidifiers : demineralised (reverse osmosis) water

Exceptions for special applications have been allowed for. The quality of the required feed water shall
be specified in manufacturer s quotation!

EUROVENT 6/8, 200564

Table 7.3            Seasonal rotor efficiencies1) for moisture recovery
Humidifier set point  Xs  of the supply airRotor type

3 g/kg 4 g/kg 5 g/kg 6 g/kg 7 g/kg 8 g/kg 9 g/kg
Condensation
rotor

51% 44% 43% 44% 47% 50% 53%

Hygroscopic rotor 78% 71% 67% 64% 63% 63% 63%
Sorption rotor 82% 87% 90% 93% 94% 94% 95%
1) As a percentage of the latent efficiency at design conditions!
Following design conditions have been assumed:
outdoor air : —10 °C at 1 g/kg
pressure drop rotor: –150 Pa
moisture gain: 1 g/kg
Figures valid for western European climates

Percentages have been derived from western European outdoor conditions.
To achieve best possible accuracy, it is strongly recommended to use the same design conditions.
Values for intermediate set points may be interpolated!



A better water quality on the one hand reduces the drain rate or bleed off rate of the humidifier, but on
the other hand raises the amount of city water needed for a proper economic water treatment.
The following table enables a quick appraisal of the water consumption for different types of humidi-
fiers, depending on the required water quality.
The table has been based on the following assumptions:
→ Medium hard city water (14¡D) is supplied by the public utility
→ Feed water factor is the assessed ratio between totally supplied feed water to the humidifier and 

annually evaporated water quantity in the air stream
→ FWQ is the demanded feed water quality to be considered
→ Ratio between soft water supply and demineralised water production is 1,5 (due to reject and flush 

water for R.O. unit).
→ Ratio between consumed city water and produced soft water is 1,05 (due to drain water for regener

ation)

City water consumption is computed by multiplication of the yearly evaporated water quantity with the
factors, valid for the applied water quality (indicated FWQ).

The yearly evaporated amount of water or steam supplied into the air stream, is calculated with the
equation:

(7.12)
where

Qw = yearly evaporated amount of water or absorbed steam in the outdoor air stream
in kg/a

Qhum = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification in kWh/a
3600 = conversion factor in kJ/kWh
2500 = evaporation heat of water at moderate temperatures in kJ/kg

Example:
What is the annual water consumption of an atomising humidifier which consumes 120.000 kWh/a of
thermal energy?
Evaporated amount of water in the air stream: Qw = (120.000 x 3600) / 2500 = 172.800 kg/a
- demineralised water consumption : 172,8 x 1,1 = 190,1 m3/a
- soft water consumption : 172,8 x 1,1 x 1,50 = 285,1 m3/a
- city water consumption : 172,8 x 1,1 x 1,50 x 1,05 = 299,4 m3/a
The price for city water must be provided by the public utility, responsible for delivery.
Prices for treated water should be derived from actual technical specifications and data of the R.O.
installation.
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Table 7.4 Water consumption ratios for different types of humidifiers

Humidifier type
Feed water
factor

Demineralised
(RO)˚water

Softened
water

City
water

1,10 — — FWQ

1,05 — FWQ 1,05Steam humidifiers

1,00 FWQ 1,50 1,05

2,00 — — FWQ

1,50 — FWQ 1,05Air washers

1,10 FWQ 1,50 1,05

Atomising humidifiers* 1,10 FWQ 1,50 1,05

*Lower water qualities are strongly dissuaded!

2500

3600Q
Q hum

w
⋅

=



7.6.2 EXPENDITURES FOR WATER TREATMENT

When prices for treated water are not available (which usually is the case), the additional costs for
water treatment have to be assessed; based on the information in this chapter.
The brine tank of a water softener has to be filled with salt for regeneration of the unit.

➤ The salt consumption for soft water production is valued at 0,5 kg/m3.

The power consumption of a water softener may be disregarded!

A reverse osmosis unit consumes electric energy for the production of demineralised water. The majori-
ty of energy is used by a water pump required to force the feed water through a semi—permeable mem-
brane and a booster pump needed to supply the consumer(s) with product water (permeate). The ener-
gy consumption for the production and distribution of R.O. water strongly depends on:

- the size of the reverse osmosis unit
- the extension of the pipe network for product water
In general the required water production for humidification purposes is rather low; hence R.O. units with
low performances are often applied.

➤ As a guideline 4 kWh of electricity per m3 R.O. water should be used to compute the energy costs for
the production of demineralised water.
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8 GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE CALCULATION OF ENERGY
DEMANDS IN AHU

8.1 TYPES OF ENERGY USED IN AHU

The thermal and physical treatment of the air in air handling units (AHU) requires different types of
energy, depending on the utilised systems and components:

¥heating of air: air can be heated by means of thermal energy (heat exchangers fed with hot water
from fuel fired boilers or district heating) or by means of electrical energy (electrical
heat exchangers). In addition electrical energy is demanded to run the utilised pumps

¥cooling of air: air can be cooled by means of cooling systems based on compression cycles using
electrical energy for running the system, or based on absorption cycles using thermal
energy for operating the absorption cycle process or based on evaporation processes
like adiabatic cooling. In addition electrical energy is demanded to run the utilised pumps

¥humidification of air: air can be humidified by means of water (evaporation humidification) or vapour
(steam humidification). In case of steam humidification, thermal energy is
required for the generation of the steam. In case of evaporation humidification,
electrical energy is demanded to run the injection pumps. Evaporation heat is
withdrawn from the passing air (thermal energy)

¥ air transport: in AHU air is transported by means of fans, using electrical energy

¥auxiliary devices for AHU: to operate AHU properly, a number of auxiliary devices such as damper
motors, control equipment, lighting systems and pumps are needed. All of
these devices require electrical energy

The above list shows, that the overall demand of energy for AHU«s can be summarised into two class-
es of energy:

¥ electrical energy
¥ thermal energy

Further information on the demand of energy, the utilised classes of energy and the different systems
and components for air treatment including efficiencies and systems effects have been given in chap-
ters 4 to 7 in this recommendation.

The price levels for fuel and electrical energy are very much depending on national, international and
temporary circumstances due to politics and economics. Therefore reliable prices for 1 kWh of energy
(fuel or electricity) must be ascertained individually.
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8.2 BOUNDARY CONDITIONS FOR THE CALCULATION OF ENERGY CONSUMPTION 

8.2.1 CRITERIA REFERRING TO PHYSICAL PROPERTIES

density: The density of the air is fixed to ρ = 1,2 kg/m3

air flow rate: The air flow rate qv [m3/s] shall always be given under standard conditions accord-
ing to EN 13053.

heat recovery: The temperature ratio ηt and  humidity ratio ηx [%] shall always be given under
standard conditions according to EN 308.

8.2.2 CRITERIA REFERRING TO LEVELS OF AIR TEMPERATURE AND MOISTURE
CONTENT

The temperatures of the air in the AHU play the most important role, as the calculation of the annual
energy demand for thermal air treatment is very much linked to the question, how much the tempera-
ture of the outdoor air (oa) has to be changed by means of heating or cooling, to fit to the requirements
of the supply air (sa). In case of heat recovery, the extracted air (ea) supports the thermal treatment of
the outdoor air. So the temperature levels of the extract air, which are very much linked to the room air
temperatures, are important to know.

As each AHU is operating under different ambient conditions with different demands concerning the
room air temperatures, overall valid temperature levels cannot be fixed. Nevertheless general scenarios
for temperature levels can be defined in principle. These scenarios show the temperatures of the sup-
ply air and of the extract air on the air handling system depending on the actual outdoor air tempera-
tures.

Three basic supply and extract air temperature and moisture scenarios are presented below for three
different types of installation.

These installation types have been explained in chapter 5.

Installation type I
- Central ventilation system
- Additional local heating and/or cooling in case of heating and/or cooling load

Temperature scenario Moisture scenario

Figure 8.1 —Temperature and moisture scenario, installation type I 

EUROVENT 6/8, 200568

 INSTALLATION TYPE I

10

15

20

25

30

-20 -10 0 10 20 32 40

Outdoor temperature oC

In
do

or
 te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
o
C

Extract air
Supply air

27 oC

20 oC

INSTALLATION TYPE I

0

5

10

15

20

0 6 12 18

Moisture content outdoor air [gr/kg]

M
oi

st
ur

e 
co

nt
en

t i
nd

oo
r 

ai
r

[g
r/

kg
]

Extract air
Supply air

=XS

15
14



Installation type II
- Central ventilation and cooling system
- Additional local heating in case of heating load
- Additional local cooling in case of high cooling load

Temperature scenario Moisture scenario

Figure 8.2 —Temperature and moisture scenario, installation type II

Installation type III
- Central air conditioning system for ventilation, heating and cooling 
- Additional local heating in case of high heating load
- Additional local cooling in case of high cooling load

Temperature scenario Moisture scenario

Figure 8.3 —Temperature and moisture scenario, installation type III

In these installation types it is assumed that the heating period is at outdoor temperatures below
20 …C and cooling period at outdoor temperatures above 20 …C.

In the heating and cooling calculation method in chapter 8.4 and 8.5 the supply and extract tempera-
tures and moisture contents are variables which can be changed. Nevertheless values according to the
scenarios above are suitable default values.

More detailed information on the different temperature and moisture levels is given in chapter 5.
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8.2.3 CRITERIA REFERRING TO LEVELS OF AIR HUMIDITY

The actual humidity s of the outdoor air, the supply air and the extract air influence the operation condi-
tions and the demand of the energy for thermal air treatment in the air handling system. Thereby not
the relative humidity ϕ [%] but the moisture contents of the air x [kg H2O/kg dry air] is of importance. 

In case of the utilization of humidification systems and/or dehumidifying cooling coils in the AHU the
actual moisture scenarios have to be taken into account. Thereby the relative humidity ϕ is the leading
parameter for the humidification of the supply air. Depending on the utilization of the room or building,
the relative humidity of the supply air (ϕsa) has to be within a well defined range. For human comfort,

the relative humidity of the room air should be between 30% and 60%, with a moisture content not
higher than 13 g H2O/kg air .  In industrial processes, the relative humidity of the room air depends very
much on the type of process and can vary in principal between 0% and 100%. 

For energy calculations the moisture content of the supply air (xsa) is important, and can be calculated
using the relation:

(8.1)   

where
xsa = moisture content of supply air in kg vapour/kg dry air
ϕsa = relative humidity of the supply air in %
ps,sa = saturation pressure of the water vapour in Pa
0,622 = ratio between molecule weight of water and dry air
101300 = atmospheric pressure at sea level in Pa

Thereby, the saturation pressure of the water vapour in the air is depending on the supply air tempera-
ture and can be calculated by:

0 † tsa †35…C (8.2)

where
ps,sa = saturation pressure in Pa
tsa = supply air temperature in ¡C

The moisture content of the extract air (xea) is linked to the moisture content of the supply air by taking
into account the vapour loads of the room or building. The vapour loads () are the amounts of water
vapour which are emitted into the room air by persons, plants, areas of liquid water inside of the room
(swimming pools, indoor ponds, etc.) and production processes:

(8.3)

where
∨ = total vapour load of the room or building in g/h
∨ person = vapour emitted into the room air by persons in g/h
∨ process = vapour emitted into the room air by processes in g/h
∨ water areas = vapour emitted into the room air by areas of liquid water in g/h
∨ plants = vapour emitted into the room air by plants in g/h

Concerning common building technologies, vapour diffusion through exterior walls can be ignored.  
The vapour loads induced by persons are depending on the degree of physical work and can be
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assumed as follows:

Taking into account the vapour loads, the moisture content of
the extract air can be calculated as:

(8.4)

where
xea = moisture content of the extract air in g H2O/kg air

xsa = moisture content of the supply air in g H2O/kg air

v = total vapour loads of the room or building in g/h 
qV = air flow rate in m3/h

For a typical office building, the calculation indicates an increase of the moisture contents between sup-
ply air and extract air by ∆x = 1 g H2O /kg dry air.

More information on the humidification and on the influence of humidification on the overall energy con-
sumption has been given in chapter 7 of this recommendation. 

8.2.4 CRITERIA REFERRING TO THE DESIGN OF THE AHU

Casing air leakage:
The air leakage of the casing can be neglected in the calculation of the energy consumption of the AHU
if the leakage class is equal to or better than class L3 according to EN 1886. 

Thermal transmittance of the casing:
The thermal transmittance of the casing can be neglected in the calculation of the energy consumption
of the AHU if the thermal transmittance is equal to or better than class T4 according to EN 1886. If the
thermal transmittance is of class T5, it has to be taken into account.

Airside pressure drops of the components in the AHU:
The airside pressure drops of the components in the AHU have to be taken into account under the
design conditions of the unit:

¥ air filters are taken under average design conditions, depending on the filter class:

¥ filter class G1 to G4: (8.5)

¥ filter class F5 to F7: (8.6)

¥ filter class F8 and higher: (8.7)

where
∆pdes = design pressure drop of filter in Pa
∆pini = initial pressure drop of filter in Pa

heat exchangers are taken under average design conditions:

(8.8)
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where
∆pdes = design air side pressure drop of heat exchanger in PA
∆pdry = air side pressure drop of dry heat exchanger, i.e. without condensing 

water on fins in Pa
∆pwet = air side pressure drop of wet heat exchanger, i.e. with condensing 

water on fins in Pa
¥ humidifiers are assumed to work under design conditions

Fans:
The performance of the fans and the fan motors shall always be given under the condition that they are
installed inside of the casing of the AHU.

8.2.5 CRITERIA REFERRING TO THE OPERATION CONDITIONS OF THE AHU

Operation time:
The operation time top [h/a], i.e. the annual running time of the AHU, is very much dependent upon the
application of the air handling system. Apart from the overall annual operation time, the ratio of daytime
to night-time operation of the AHU is important to know. Therefore the annual operation time should be
defined in 2 parameters:

¥ top,d [h/a]: annual operation time during daytime from 6.00 to 18.00
¥ top,n [h/a]: annual operation time during night-time from 18.00 to 6.00

If the actual annual operation time is not known, following figures can be assumed:
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     Table 8.1  Assumed annual operation time

type of building
annual operation time
during daytime from

6.00 to 18.00
top,d [h/a]

annual operation time
during night-time from

18.00 to 6.00
top,n [h/a]

total annual
operation time

top [h/a]

office buildings
(open from 6.00 to 20.00) 2800 h/a 400 h/a 3200 h/a
office buildings
(open 24 h a day) 3100 h/a 3100 h/a 6200 h/a
industrial plants
(1 shift; 5 day a week) 2200 h/a 400 h/a 2600 h/a
industrial plants
(2 shifts, 5 days a week) 3100 h/a 1600 h/a 4700 h/a
industrial plants
(3 shifts, 5 days a week) 3150 h/a 3150 h/a 6300 h/a
shops

3750 h/a 1550 h/a 5300 h/a
restaurants

1900 h/a 3400 h/a 5300 h/a
hotels and hospitals

4380 h/a 4380 h/a 8760 h/a



Variable air volume (VAV):
When using VAV, the total consumption of energy for thermal treatment and air transportation will be ¥ ¥
¥ reduced by:
¥ reduction of air flow to be cooled and / or heated
¥ reduction of air flow to be transported
¥ reduction of airside pressure losses due to reduction of air flow velocities

To take into account the reduced energy consumption when using VAV, reduction factors shall be intro-
duced in the calculations:
¥ηVAV,HC: reduction factor for heating and cooling energy
¥ηVAV,fan: reduction factor for fan energy consumption

If no actual data is available, the following default values can be used: 
¥ average reduction of the air flow rate by 35% over the year 

(qv,VAV = 0,65⋅ qv,CAV)

¥ηVAV,HC = 0,65
¥ηVAV,fan = 0,42

If the AHU operates with constant air volume (CAV), the reduction factors are equal to 1:
¥ηVAV,HC = ηCAV,HC = 1,0
¥ηVAV,fan = ηCAV,fan = 1,0

8.2.6 CRITERIA REFERRING TO THE AUXILIARY DEVICES

Energy consuming auxiliary devices for AHU are:
¥ pumps for humidifiers, heating coils, cooling coils and heat recovery systems
¥ damper motors
¥ motors for rotary heat exchanger systems
¥ lighting of the casing
¥ control equipment
¥ defrosting devices 

The consumption of electrical energy for damper motors, lighting and control equipment can be neglect-
ed. All other devices have to be taken into account with respect to the nominal power input, the load
function and the annual operation time of the device.

8.3 AMBIENT CONDITIONS ON SITE

The demand of heating and cooling energy for the thermal treatment of the air is very much depending
on the ambient conditions on site such as temperature and humidity of the outdoor air. As temperature
and humidity vary over the year, the annual energy consumption for heating and cooling has to be
determined by taking into account the annual frequency of the outdoor conditions, as defined in the ref-
erence year of the location. The reference year provides typical temperatures and humidities for each
hour of a year at the location of interest.

With these data the specific enthalpies of the outdoor air (hoa) [kJ/kg]) can be determined for each hour
of the year:

(8.9)
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where
hoa,i: = specific enthalpy of the outdoor air at the hour i of the reference year in kJ/kg
toa,i: = temperature of the outdoor air at the hour i of the reference year in …C
xoa,i: = moisture content of the outdoor air at the hour i of the reference year in kg/kg

1,0: = specific heat of dry air in kg/kg,K
2500: = evaporation heat of water at 0¡C in kJ/kg

1,86: = specific heat of moisture in kg/kg,K

8.4 CALCULATION OF THE ANNUAL CONSUMPTION OF HEATING ENERGY

8.4.1 ASSUMPTIONS FOR CALCULATION PROCEDURE

For the calculation of the annual consumption of heating energy (QH) the following assumptions are
made:
¥The heating period of the year is defined by outdoor air temperatures (toa) below 20¡C:

toa < 20 ¡C

¥ For the standard calculation scheme the following set-up of the AHU is taken as a basis:
Figure 8.4 — Air Handling Unit assumed in the calculation of heating energy

The heating coil is located between the heat recovery system (HRS) and the supply air fan. 
The supply air fan induces a temperature rise of ∆tfan ¯ 1K of the air flow.
The exhaust air fan is located downstream of the heat recovery system and does not affect the
thermal treatment of the supply air
The heat recovery system is defined by the temperature ratio (ηt), which has to be determined

under standard conditions according to EN 308. The temperature ratio is taking into account system
factors and system effects like defrosting etc. More information on this is given in chapter 6 of this
recommendation.

¥The moisture content of the air (x) is defined not to vary in the air handling system. This means that 
the moisture content of the supply air (xsa) is equal to the moisture content of the outdoor air (xoa)

xoa = xsa

In case of humidification of the supply air, the calculation procedure for the additional annual energy
consumption for humidification is given in chapter 8.6 of this recommendation.

The supply air temperature (tsa) depends on the applied heating scenario. In general, these heating
scenarios are defined by:
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maximum supply air temperature tsa,max at toa = -10¡C
minimum supply air temperature tsa,min at toa = 20¡C

Figure
8.5 —

Temperature scenario, heating

In order to calculate the annual demand of heating energy, the supply air temperature shall be taken as
a function of the outdoor air temperature:

¥ toa < -10¡C: (8.10)

¥ -10¡C ≤ toa ≤ 20¡C: (8.11)

where
tsa = temperature of the supply air in ¡C
tsa,max = max. temperature of the supply air in ¡C
tsa,min = min. temperature of the supply air in ¡C

¥The extract air temperature (tea) is constant below 20°C outdoor air temperature and fixed at 22¡C in
the manual calculation method.

8.4.2 GENERAL CALCULATION OF ANNUAL HEATING ENERGY DEMAND

Taking into account those assumptions the demand of heating power is calculated as:

(8.12)

if no heat recovery: ηt = 0

where
PH = demand of heating power in kW
ρ = density of the air; ρ = 1,2 in kg/m3

cp = specific heat of air; cp = 1,0 in kJ/kg/…C

qv = air flow rate in m3/s
toa = temperature of the outdoor air in …C
tsa = temperature of the supply air in …C
tea = temperature of the extract air in …C
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ηt = heat recovery temperature ratio (see chapter 6) in %
ηVAV,HC = reduction factor for variable air volume (VAV)

To get the annual demand of heating energy, the total sum of the individual heating energies for each
hour of the reference year (mean value over a period of 10-30 years) has to be calculated, taking into
account the annual operation time of the air handing system during daytime (top,d)and during night-time
(top,n):

(8.13)

where
QH = demand of annual heating energy in kWh/a
PH,d,i = demand of heating power during daytime at the hour i in kW
PH,n,i = demand of heating power during night-time at the hour i in kW
top,d = annual operation time during daytime in h/a
top,n = annual operation time during night-time in h/a
1 = time in h

Total annual costs for heating:

The total annual energy costs for heating (EH) can be calculated as:

(8.14)

where
EH = total annual energy costs for heating in €/a
QH = total demand of annual heating energy in kWh/a
pheating = price for heating energy [€/kWh] taking into account system 

effects and efficiencies (see chapter 5)

8.4.3 CALCULATION METHODS  

The calculation of annual heating demand can be done either by means of the software program
EUROVENT-AHU (see Annex C ) or manually according to method below.

Accuracies: Manual method – 5 % in relation to software program.

In case of high temperature ratio and low supply air temperature the deviation may be higher.

8.4.4 MANUAL CALCULATION PROCEDURE FOR ANNUAL HEATING DEMAND

To take into account the significant difference of the heating energy demands for buildings with respect
to the daily operation times it is recommended to calculate the annual energy demands for two periods
each day:
¥ daytime operation: 6.00 — 18.00
¥ night-time operation : 18.00 — 6.00

Each air handling system will have an individual mix of daytime and night-time operation, depending on
the type and utilization of the building. Therefore it is necessary first to calculate the general heating
energy demands for daytime operation (QH,d) and night-time operation (QH,n) and then to add those 
figures to take into account the typical operation times of the system.
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Annual demand for heating energy during daytime:

Introducing the following correlation factors for heating during daytime:

¥ for toa,i ≤ (tsa,i —1) (8.15)

¥ for toa,i ≤ (tsa,i —1) (8.16)

¥ for (tsa,i — 1) — toa,i ‡ 0.38 (tea,i — toa,i) (8.17)

where

¥ Hsa,d = heating correlation factor, supply air, daytime in K.h/a

¥ Hoa,d = heating correlation factor, outdoor air, daytime in K.h/a
¥ (Hea-Hoa)d = heating correlation factor, difference between extract air and outdoor air, 

daytime in K.h/a
tsa,i = temperature of supply air at the hour i in ¡C
toa,i = temperature of outdoor air at the hour i in ¡C
tea,i = temperature of extract air at the hour i in ¡C
0.38 = a summation limiting factor to increase the accuracy.

The annual demand of heating energy during daytime operation can be calculated as:

(8.18)

where
QH,d = demand of annual heating energy during daytime in kWh/a
qv = air flow rate in m3/s
ηVAV,HC = reduction factor in case of VAV

cp = specific heat of air; cp = 1.0 in kJ/kg,K

Hsa,d = heating correlation factor, supply air, daytime in K.h/a

Hoa,d = heating correlation factor, outdoor air, daytime in K.h/a
(Hea - Hoa)d = heating correlation factor, difference between extract air and outdoor air, 

daytime in K.h/a
top,d = annual operation time during daytime from 6.00 to 18.00 in h/a
ηt,s = seasonal temperature ratio in %

Note that the correlation factors for heating during daytime; Hsa,d, Hoa,d and (Hea - Hoa)d are

dependent upon the location of the AHU and on the supply air temperature scenario.

Annual demand for heating energy during night time:

Introducing the following correlation factors for heating during night-time:

for toa,i ≤ (tsa,i —1) (8.19)
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for toa,i ≤ (tsa,i —1) (8.20)

for (tsa,i — 1) — toa,i ≥ 0.38 (tea,i — toa,i) (8.21)

where

Hsa,n = heating correlation factor, supply air, night-time in K.h/a

Hoa,n = heating correlation factor, outdoor air, night-time in K.h/a
(Hea - Hoa)n = heating correlation factor, difference between extract air and outdoor air, night-

time in K.h/a
tsa,i = temperature of supply air at the hour i in ¡C
toa,i = temperature of outdoor air at the hour i in ¡C
tea,i = temperature of extract air at the hour i in ¡C
0.38 = a summation limiting factor to increase the accuracy.

The annual demand of heating energy during night-time operation can be calculated as:

(8.22)

where
QH,n = demand of annual heating energy during night-time in kWh/a
qv = air flow rate in m3/s
ηVAV,HC = reduction factor in case of VAV

cp = specific heat of air; cp = 1.0 in kJ/kg,K

Hsa,n = heating correlation factor, supply air, night-time in K.h/a

Hoa,n = heating correlation factor, outdoor air, night-time in K.h/a
(Hea - Hoa)n = heating correlation factor, difference between extract air and outdoor air, 

night-time in K.h/a
top,n = annual operation time during night-time from 18.00 to 06.00 in h/a
ηt,s = seasonal temperature ratio in %

Note that the correlation factors for heating during night-time; Hsa,n, Hoa,n and (Hea - Hoa)n are dependent

upon the location of the AHU and on the supply air temperature scenario.

In Annex A the correlation factors for heating Hsa,d; Hoa,d; (Hea— Hoa)d; Hsa,n; Hoa,n: (Hea— Hoa)n as a func-

tion of the supply air temperature scenario are given for a number of European locations.

Total annual demand for heating energy:

The total annual demand for heating energy is calculated by adding the annual demand during daytime
and during night-time:

(8.23)

where
QH = total demand of annual heating energy in kWh/a
QH,d = demand of heating energy during daytime in kWh/a
QH,n = demand of heating energy during night-time in kWh/a
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The moisture content of supply air (xsa) and its dependence upon moisture content of outdoor air (xoa)
can be defined by:

xs = humidification, set point downstream the humidifier.

xoa,max,C = maximum moisture content of outdoor air for the location of interest.

xsa,des = Moisture content design value of supply air at xoa,max,C

This value is always lower than the moisture content of the saturated supply air at
minimum temperature

Between these defined points the moisture content of supply air can be calculated as linear in relation
to the moisture content of the outdoor air.

8.5.2 GENERAL CALCULATION OF ANNUAL COOLING ENERGY DEMAND

Two operation modes can be defined:

1. Temperature control: Outdoor air is cooled down to the required temperature of supply air. 
The moisture content follows the supply air temperature and
and is not controlled. Some dehumidification will occur, depending on
selected temperature scenario.

2. Moisture control: Outdoor air is cooled down to the required moisture content of supply 
air. If the supply air temperature is below the required temperature the air 
is reheated. 

The two operation modes in the Mollier-diagram :

Figure 8.10 — Operation modes in the Mollier-diagram

Taking into account assumptions as above the cooling demands (split up in a sensible and a latent
part) and reheating if required, are calculated as below.
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Temperature control:

(8.29)

(8.30)

(8.31)

Moisture control:

(8.32)

(8.33)

(8.34)

where
PC,S = sensible cooling demand in kW
PC,L = latent cooling demand in kW
PHre = reheating demand in kW
ηVAV,HC = reduction factor for variable air volume (VAV)
ρ = density of the air; ρ = 1,2  in kg/m3

qv = supply air flow rate in m3/s
tdsa + 0,5 = dew point temperature at xsa+ 0,5 °C  to compensate the saturation deficit

(≈95 %) in the outlet of the cooling coil in °C
RECS = sensible cooling recovery in °C

RECS =

if no cooling recovery: RECS = 0

RECL = Latent cooling recovery in kg/kg

RECL =

if no latent recovery system:  RECL =0
tsa = supply air temperature in °C
tea = extract air temperature in °C
toa = outdoor air temperature and fixed at 22¡C in the manual calculation 

method in °C
xsa = moisture content of supply air in kg/kg
xea = moisture content of extract air in kg/kg
xoa = moisture content of outdoor air in kg/kg
ηt = temperature ratio in %
ηx = humidity ratio in %

cp = specific heat of air; cp = 1,0 in kJ/kg.K

2500 = latent heat of moisture in kJ/kg

Here the sensible heat of water vapour is neglected

To get the annual demand of cooling energy, the total sum of the individual cooling energies for each
hour of the reference year (mean value over a period of 10-30 years) has to be calculated, taking into
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account the annual operation time of the air handing system during daytime (top,d) and during 
night-time (top,n):

(8.35)

where

QC = total demand of annual cooling energy in kWh/a
PC,S,d,i = sensible cooling demand during daytime at the hour i in kW
PC,S,n,i = sensible cooling demand during night-time at the hour i in kW
PC,L,d,i = latent cooling demand during daytime at the hour i in kW
PC,L,n,i = latent cooling demand during night-time at the hour i in kW
top,d = annual operation time during daytime in h/a
top,n = annual operation time during night-time in h/a
1 = time in h

Annual reheating: 

(8.36)

where
QHre = total demand of annual reheating energy in kWh/a
PHre,d,i = demand of reheating power during daytime at the hour i in kW
PHre,n,i = demand of reheating power during night-time at the hour i in kW
top,d = annual operation time during daytime in h/a
top,n = annual operation time during night-time in h/a
1 = time in h

total annual costs for cooling:

The total annual energy costs for cooling (EC) and reheating (EHre)can be calculated as:

(8.37)

(8.38)
where

QC = total demand of annual cooling energy in kWh/a
pcooling = price for cooling energy [€/kWh] taking into account system 

effects and efficiencies (see chapter 5)
QHre = total demand of annual reheating energy in kWh/a
pheating: = price for heating energy [€/kWh] taking into account system 

effects and efficiencies (see chapter 5)

8.5.3 CALCULATION METHODS

The calculation of annual cooling demand can be done either by means of the software program
EUROVENT-AHU (see Annex C) or manually for temperature controlled systems according to method
below.

Accuracies: Manual method – 10 % in relation to software program.
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8.5.4 MANUAL CALCULATION PROCEDURE FOR ANNUAL COOLING DEMAND

To take into account the significant difference of the cooling energy demands for buildings with respect
to the daily operation times it is recommended to calculate the annual energy demands for two periods
each day:
¥ daytime operation: 6.00 — 18.00
¥ night-time operation : 18.00 — 6.00

Each air handling system will have an individual mix of daytime and night-time operation, depending on
the type and utilization of the building. Therefore it is necessary first to calculate the general cooling
energy demands for daytime operation (QC,d) and night-time operation (QC,n) and then to add those 
figures to take into account the typical operation times of the system.

annual demand for cooling energy during daytime:

Introducing the following correlation factors for sensible and latent cooling during daytime:

Sensible cooling:

(8.39)

(8.40)

(8.41)

where

CS,oa,d = sensible cooling correlation factor, outdoor air, daytime K.h/a

CS,sa,d = sensible cooling correlation factor, supply air, daytime K.h/a
(CS,oa - CS,ea)d = sensible cooling correlation factor, difference between outdoor air and extract 

air, daytime K.h/a
toa,i = temperature of outdoor air at the hour i in ¡C
tsa,i = temperature of supply air at the hour i in ¡C
tea,i = temperature of extract air at the hour i in ¡C

The annual demand of sensible cooling energy during daytime operation can be calculated as:

(8.42)

where
QC,S,d = demand of annual sensible cooling energy, daytime in kWh/a
qv = air flow rate in m3/s
cp = specific heat of air in kJ/kg.K
ηVAV,HC = reduction factor in case of VAV 
top,d = annual operation time during daytime from 6.00 to 18.00 in h/a
CS,oa,d = correlation factors for sensible cooling during daytime, outdoor air in K.h/a
CS,sa,d = correlation factors for sensible cooling during daytime, supply air in K.h/a
(CS,oa - CS,ea)d = correlation factor for sensible cooling, difference between outdoor air and 

extract air, daytime K.h/a
ηt,s = seasonal temperature ratio in %
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Note that the correlation factors for sensible cooling during daytime; CS,oa,d, CS,sa,d and (CS,oa - CS,ea)d are
depending on location of the AHU and on the supply air temperature scenario.

Latent cooling:

(8.43)

(8.44)

(8.45)

where

CL,oa,d = latent cooling correlation factor, outdoor air, daytime K.h/a

CL,sa,d = latent cooling correlation factor, supply air, daytime K.h/a
(CL,oa - CL,ea)d = latent cooling correlation factor, difference between outdoor air and extract air, 

daytime K.h/a
xoa,i = moisture content of outdoor air at the hour i in ¡C
xsa,i = moisture content of supply air at the hour i in ¡C
xea,i = moisture content of extract air at the hour i in ¡C
xea,i = xsa,i + 0.001

The annual demand of latent cooling energy during daytime operation can be calculated as:

(8.46)

where
QC,L,d = demand of annual latent cooling energy, daytime in kWh/a
qv = air flow rate in m3/s

cp = specific heat of air in kJ/kg.K
ηVAV,HC = reduction factor in case of VAV 
top,d = annual operation time during daytime from 6.00 to 18.00 in h/a

CL,oa,d = correlation factors for latent cooling during daytime, outdoor air in K.h/a

CL,sa,d = correlation factors for latent cooling during daytime, supply air in K.h/a
(CL,oa - CL,ea)d = correlation factor for latent cooling, difference between outdoor air and extract 

air, daytime K.h/a
ηx,s = seasonal humidity ratio in %

Note that the correlation factors for latent cooling during daytime; CL,oa,d, CL,sa,d and (CL,oa — CL,ea)d are
dependent upon the location of the AHU and on the supply air temperature (moisture) scenario.

Annual demand for cooling energy during night-time:

Introducing the following correlation factors for sensible and latent cooling during night-time:
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where

CL,oa,n = latent cooling correlation factor, outdoor air, night-time K.h/a

CL,sa,n = latent cooling correlation factor, supply air, night-time K.h/a
(CL,oa - CL,ea)n = latent cooling correlation factor, difference between outdoor air and extract air, 

night-time K.h/a
xoa,i = moisture content of outdoor air at the hour i in ¡C
xsa,i = moisture content of supply air at the hour i in ¡C

xea,i = moisture content of extract air at the hour i in ¡C
xea,i = xsa,i + 0.001

The annual demand of latent cooling energy during night time operation can be calculated as:

(8.54)

where
QC,L,n = demand of annual latent cooling energy, night-time in kWh/a
qv = air flow rate in m3/s

cp = specific heat of air in kJ/kg.K
ηVAV,HC = reduction factor in case of VAV 
top,n = annual operation time during night-time from 18.00 to 6.00 in h/a

CL,oa,n = correlation factors for latent cooling during night-time, outdoor air in K.h/a

CL,sa,n = correlation factors for latent cooling during night-time, supply air in K.h/a
(CL,oa - CL,ea)n = correlation factor for latent cooling, difference between outdoor air and 

extract air, night-time K.h/a
ηx,s = seasonal humidity ratio in %

Note that the correlation factors for latent cooling during daytime; CL,oa,d, CL,sa,d and (CL,oa — CL,ea)d are
dependent upon the location of the AHU and on the supply air temperature (moisture) scenario.

In Annex A the correlation factors for cooling CS,sa,d; CS,oa,d; (CS,oa— CS,ea)d;; CL.sa,d; CL,oa,d; (CL,oa — CL,ea)d;

CS,sa,n; CS,oa,n; (CS,oa — CS,ea)n;; CL.sa,n; CL.oa,n and (CL,oa— CL,ea)n as a function of the supply air temperature

scenario are given for a number of European locations.

Total annual demand for cooling energy:

The total annual demand for cooling energy is calculated by adding the annual demand during daytime
and during night-time:

(8.55)

where
QC = total demand of annual cooling energy in kWh/a
QC,S,d = demand of annual sensible cooling energy, daytime in kWh/a
QC,L,d = demand of annual latent cooling energy, daytime in kWh/a
QC,S,n = demand of annual sensible cooling energy, night-time in kWh/a
QC,L,n = demand of annual latent cooling energy, night-time in kWh/a
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w here

Pmom = momentary thermal energy power demand in kW

ηVAV = reduction factor for variable air volume system (VAV)

qv = air flow rate in m3/s

ρ = density of the air, established at 1,2 kg/m3

2500 = evaporation heat of water in kJ/kg

xsa = moisture content of the supply air in kg/kg dry air

xoa = moisture content of the outdoor air in kg/kg dry air

xea = moisture content of the extract air in kg/kg dry air

ηx = humidity ratio at considered condition in %

To establish the annual consumption of thermal energy for humidification, the total sum of the individual
energy demands for each hour of the reference year has to be computed, taking into account the annu-
al operation times of the air handling system during day time (top,d) and during night time (top,n):

(8.57)

where

Qhum = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification in kWh/a

Pmom = momentary thermal energy power demand in kW

1 = time in h

Total annual costs for humidification:

The total annual energy costs for humidification (Ehum) can be calculated as:
Ehum = Qhum Æphum (8.58)

where
Ehum = total annual energy costs for humidification in €
Qhum = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification in kWh/a
phum = price for thermal energy for humidification, taking into account

system effects and efficiencies (see chapter7) [€/kWh]

8.6.3 CALCULATION METHODS

The calculation of annual energy demand for humidification can be done either by means of the soft-
ware program EUROVENT-AHU (see Annex C) or manually according to method below.

Accuracies: Manual method – 5 % in relation to software program.

Note that in case of moisture recovery the accuracies can not be specified.
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8.6.4 MANUAL CALCULATION PROCEDURE FOR ANNUAL HUMIDIFICATION
ENERGY DEMAND

To take into account the different frequency distributions of outdoor moisture content during day time
and night time it is recommended to calculate the annual energy demand for two periods a day:
¥ day time operation: 6.00 — 18.00
¥ night time operation : 18.00 — 6.00
The daily operation time is split up in periods falling into the specified day time operation and periods
falling into the night time operation.
Each air handling system will have a mix of daytime and night time operation, depending on the type
and utilization of the building. Therefore it is necessary to calculate separately the humidification energy
demands for daytime operation (Qhum,d) and night-time operation (Qhum,n) and then to sum those figures,
taking into account the corresponding operation times of the system.

Annual demand for thermal energy for humidification during daytime
To calculate the energy consumption on a yearly basis the following correlation factors for humidifica-
tion during the day time period (6.00 — 18.00) are introduced:

¥ (8.59)

¥ (8.60)

¥ (8.61)

where
Khum,sa,d = correlation factor for humidification, supply air, daytime in kg/kg.h/a
Khum,oa,d = correlation factor for humidification, outdoor air, daytime in kg/kg.h/a
Khum,ea,d = correlation factor for humidification, difference between extract air and outdoor air, 

daytime in kg/kg.h/a
xsa,i = moisture content of supply air at the hour i in ¡C
xoa,i = moisture content of outdoor air at the hour i in ¡C
xea,i = moisture content of extract air at the hour i in ¡C

The applied calculation rules to establish these cumulated figures are given in Annex B.
With these correlation factors, the annual demand of thermal energy for humidification during day time
operation can be calculated as:

(8.62)

where

Qhum,d = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification during daytime in kWh/a

ηVAV = reduction factor for variable air volume system (VAV)

qv = air flow rate in m3/s

ρ = density of the air, established at 1,2 kg/m3

2500 = evaporation heat of water in kJ/kg

Khum sa,d = correlation factor supply air during day time in kg/kg.h/a (see Annex A)
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Khum oa,d = correlation factor outdoor air during day time in kg/kg.h/a (see Annex A)

Khum ea,d = correlation factor extract air during day time in kg/kg.h/a (see Annex A)

ηx,s = seasonal moisture recovery efficiency in %

top,d = annual operation time of the air handling system during day time in h/a

4380 = day time hours per year for continuous operation in h/a

Annual demand for thermal energy for humidification during night time
To calculate the energy consumption on a yearly basis the following correlation factors for humidifica-
tion during the night time period (18.00 — 6.00) are introduced:

(8.63)

(8.64)

(8.65)

where

Khum,sa,n = correlation factor for humidification, supply air, night-time in kg/kg.h/a

Khum,oa,n = correlation factor for humidification, outdoor air, night-time in kg/kg.h/a
Khum,ea,n = correlation factor for humidification, difference between extract air and outdoor 

air, night-time in kg/kg.h/a
xsa,i = moisture content of supply air at the hour i in ¡C
xoa,i = moisture content of outdoor air at the hour i in ¡C
xea,i = moisture content of extract air at the hour i in ¡C

The applied calculation rules to establish these cumulated figures are given in Annex B.
With these correlation factors, the annual demand of thermal energy for humidification during night time
operation can be calculated as:

(8.66)

where

Qhum,n = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification during night-time in kWh/a

ηVAV = reduction factor for variable air volume system (VAV)

qv = air flow rate in m3/s

ρ = density of the air, established at 1,2 kg/m3

2500 = evaporation heat of water in kJ/kg

Khum sa,n = correlation factor supply air during night-time in kg/kg.h/a (see Annex A)

Khum oa,n = correlation factor outdoor air during night-time in kg/kg.h/a (see Annex A)

Khum ea,n = correlation factor extract air during night-time in kg/kg.h/a (see Annex A)
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ηx,s = seasonal moisture recovery efficiency in %

top,n = annual operation time of the air handling system during night-time in h/a
4380 = night-time hours per year for continuous operation in h/a

Total annual demand for thermal energy for humidification
The total annual demand for humidification is calculated by adding the annual demand during daytime
and during night time:

(8.67)
where

Qh u m = total annual demand for thermal energy for humidification in kWh/a

Qhum,d = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification during daytime in kWh/a

Qhum,n = annual thermal energy consumption for humidification during night-time in kWh/a

8.7 CALCULATION OF THE ANNUAL CONSUMPTION OF ELECTRICAL ENERGY

The devices, which consume a considerable amount of electrical energy in AHU are:
¥ electrical motors for the fans including speed control system (PF)
¥ pumps for heat exchangers and humidifiers (Pp)
¥ motors for rotary heat exchangers (PRHE)
¥ water treatment system (Pw,treatment)

The chapters 4 to 7 provide detailed information on each single energy consumer.

The calculation of annual electrical energy and total costs can be done by means of the program
Eurovent-AHU, see Annex C
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